
WHITBY SECONDARY SCHOOLS STUDY 
Public Consultation #1 

May 31, 2016 – 7pm 
All Saints Catholic Secondary School 

 

At the first public consultation meeting of the Whitby Secondary School Study being 

undertaken by the Durham Catholic District School Board, a series of four questions were 

posed to the participants.  The notes below are the responses that were received from the 

group on that evening.   

The first question posed to the participants was intended to solicit any questions that they 

may have.  The questions submitted have been transcribed below as they were written by 

the participants.  The answers provided were developed by appropriate staff from various 

departments. 

Input from participants: 

From all the data presented tonight, is there anything you do not understand or 

would like to have further clarified? 

 

1. Can some programs from Father Don be relocated? (to a wing of high school) 

Program relocation is a possibility that may be considered. When determining the ideal 

location for a particular program, consideration needs to be given to such things as 

the specific strengths and needs of the students in the program; the logistics of the 

identified space (e.g. entrances, exits, types and size of rooms required, parking) and 

the flow of the school day.  

 Are we not leasing some of those facilities? 

The Board currently leases space for its alternative education programs in Whitby on 

Hopkins Street and in Ajax at the Fairall Street location.  The current location on 

Hopkins Street has been in existence for a number of years but the Board is nearing 

the end of its leasing period. The Board has recognized within its Long Term 

Accommodation plan the need to reexamine its alternative education program 

locations. 



2. If the Brooklin elementary schools went to K-6, could Blessed Pope John Paul 

II Catholic School be re-purposed as a new Brooklin Catholic Secondary 

School (7-12)? 

The Board through the Whitby secondary school study can recommend that one of the 

elementary schools be examined for conversion to a secondary school. The required 

expenditure to retrofit and expand Blessed Pope John Paul II Catholic School would 

require substantial funding approval from the Ministry of Education. Given the recent 

opening of the building and the expenditures to create a needed Catholic elementary 

school, it will be challenging to have the Ministry approve such a project at this time. 

Notwithstanding the desire to renovate and expand an existing school in Brooklin for 

secondary school purposes, there will be sufficient future growth and development to 

sustain additional Catholic elementary schools which strengthens the need for a future 

Catholic Secondary School in Brooklin.     

Would the Ministry give us funds for a new gym, cafeteria, etc.? 

The funding required to change an existing Catholic elementary school into a 

secondary school will involve adding a gym, cafeteria, library, shops, science, art and 

music rooms, guidance and student services space, adequate parking, outdoor play 

fields and a host of ancillary spaces for a grade 7-12 or grade 9-12 program. The 

space requirements are best suited to a larger school site. The costs would also 

recognize the need to re-purpose the existing space within the school building from 

serving a primary age population. While the Board may request this funding from the 

Ministry, all projects are assessed provincially based on the immediacy of need and 

the amount and type of funding required. In 2015 provincially Boards requested in 

excess of $4 billion in new capital for school projects, and the Ministry approved and 

funded $700 million in construction. 

 

3. When does the ARC return to the Whitby schools?  

An Accommodation Review is not a pre-supposed outcome.  The Whitby Secondary 

Schools Study is a consultative process with the stakeholders in the town of Whitby 

designed to gather information to inform the Board as next steps are determined to 

resolve the accommodation issues which are anticipated given our current enrolment 

projections.  The final report from this study (to be submitted to the Board in 

January/February 2017) may include a recommendation to the Board to initiate an 

accommodation review process in accordance with current Ministry guidelines and 



related board policy and administrative procedures.   and Board Policy PO430 Pupil 

Accommodation Review. This review would be commenced with an initial staff report 

to the Board that recommends the accommodation review take place and establishes 

an Accommodation Review Committee. All of the actions above require approval by 

the Board of Trustees in order for such a process to begin.   

 

4. If there is a school closure when would it happen? 

As per the previous question, a school closure cannot occur without going through a 

formal accommodation review process initiated and approved by the Board of 

Trustees. A traditional accommodation review takes at least 6 months from the initial 

report to the final staff report, while a modified accommodation review can take place 

within 4 months. Each such processes varies in length as holidays and summer 

vacation periods are excluded from the process. The details of these processes are 

contained in the Boards Administrative Procedure for Accommodation Review AP430-

1.  

 

5. What will a grade change look like?  (7 & 8’s)? 

A grade change may be considered as a part of this study.  Standard configurations 

for schools in the province of Ontario vary but include: 

o Jk-8 and 9-12 

o JK-6 and 7-12 

o JK-6, 7&8, 9-12 

o JK-12 

 

6. If you consider partnerships or hubs, what kind of costs do they need to 

recoup/who determines that? 

In developing community hubs with one or more partners, funding for the renovation 

of the space will come from the Ministry of Education, the individual partner 

organizations, available grant moneys, or a combination of sources.  The ongoing 

operating costs are to be borne by the various organizations participating in the hub 

on a cost recovery basis. 



7. What about community hubs?  Why not? Nurses onsite parenting programs 

(that would connect us with you more); social services.  (wrap around services 

within your neighborhoods!) 

Establishment of one or more community hubs may be a recommendation that flows 

from the Whitby Secondary School Study. 

8. How soon does this decision need to be made? 

In accordance with the five year Long Term Accommodation Plan, recommendations 

from the Whitby Secondary School Study will begin to be implemented in September 

2017. 

9. Main purpose of meeting unclear.  Is it the enrollment at All Saints that is the 

concern or the desire to have a new Brooklin CSS to pull some of the students 

in Brooklin from the public high school to a Catholic high school?   

The Whitby Secondary School Study and all meetings associated with it have been 

convened in order to gather information from community stakeholders to assist the 

Board in determining next steps to address the accommodation issues in our two 

Whitby Secondary Schools (Father Leo Austin Catholic Secondary School and All 

Saints Catholic Secondary School) that are anticipated based on current enrolment 

projections for the next 5-10 years. 

 

10. When we bring in Grade 7&8 or magnetic program (etc.), how does that help 

increase course selection for Gr. 9-12.   

The Board has not determined that a magnet program will be developed at any of 

our schools.  If a magnet program were recommended as a result of this study, 

courses specific to the program in question would be developed for the target 

student audience.  

While a magnet program may draw students to a particular school, it will also 

decrease enrolment at other schools in our board and possibly from the public board.   

A decrease in the number of students enrolled in any school can have negative 

impact on the number and variety of courses that may be offered at that school. 

11. If we had a school with a modified school year, maybe we would attract 

enrollment.  



A modified school year at one or more schools may be a recommendation that 

comes from the Whitby Secondary School Study.  Similar to a magnet school, a 

school with a modified school year may draw students to a particular school, it will 

also decrease enrolment at other schools in our board and possibly from the public 

board.   A decrease in the number of students enrolled in any school can have 

negative impact on the number and variety of courses that may be offered at that 

school. 

12. One of the slides the board said that in order to get Ministry approval for the 

Brooklin High School, the 2 Whitby schools have to have their space filled. 

(Note: This question has been transcribed as written by the participant in the 

meeting.  It should be clarified that any new school -  secondary or elementary would 

require ministry approval.  Typically having empty space in other schools in the area 

prevents such approval).  Will the transferred per pupil funding be used for the 

grade 7 & 8 students or to offer more programs to the secondary students? 

School budgets are established using enrolment as a base.  If a 7-12 school were 

established, the budget would reflect the increase in population effected by that new 

grade configuration.  The school budget is intended to fund the needs of the whole 

school and is allocated by the Principal accordingly.  School budgets are used for 

such things as purchase of resources, funding of guest speakers or special events, 

support for extra-curricular teams and activities, technology purchases, textbooks 

etc.  Secondary “programs” or courses are typically not funded out of the school 

budget as the primary cost of a course is staffing which is funded centrally according 

to credit count/class size in secondary and class size regulations in elementary.  

What will be the effect of the reduced per pupil funding to the elementary 

schools? 

If a 7-12 model was a recommendation coming from the study and a secondary 

configuratoin was adopted that transferred the grade 7&8 students out of some/all of 

the elementary schools in Whitby, the school budgets in the affected elementary 

schools would be reduced in accordance with their new school enrolments.  Staffing 

also would be reduced appropriately.  It should be noted however, that staffing levels 

and  funding to the elementary schools would continue to be commensurate with the 

rest of the elementary schools in the board according to their relative size.  

13. Is the board considering doing open access students for the Elementary 

schools? 



When full funding for Catholic Schools was extended to the end of High School in the 

province of Ontario, a condition of the extension was open access for all students 

regardless of religious denomination.   

At the current time, Board policy for Elementary admission requires that either the 

student or one of his/her parents/guardians be baptized Roman Catholic or in a 

Church that is in communion with the Holy See of Rome.  There is a process by 

which, in extenuating circumstances, non-Catholic students/families may apply for 

admission to a Catholic Elementary School/program by writing to the Director of 

Education with such request.  Such admission is contingent upon Director approval.  

Each case is considered individually. 

There are no plans currently in place to amend this Board policy. 

  

14. You referenced advantages to large schools, what advantages do you see in 

small schools? 

An extensive amount of research indicates that there may be many benefits from 

smaller learning communities: 

o Students and teachers in small schools know each other better. 
o There are higher levels of teacher satisfaction. 

o There are fewer office referrals, less vandalism, a heightened sense of 

belonging, and better attendance.  
o Students earn higher grade point averages, and more participate in 

extracurricular activities. 
o One of the most important characteristics of small schools is that their dropout 

rates tend to be lower than those for large schools.  
o Researchers also have reported higher graduation rates in smaller schools, 

including those serving poor students, and higher percentages of graduates 

going on to post-secondary education. 

 

15. Do you see potential difficulties in having 12 year olds and 18 year olds in the 

same school? 

High schools with students from Grade 7-12 are not uncommon in Ontario or other 

provinces across Canada.  When staff research this grade structure prior to 

implementation at Monsignor John Pereyma Catholic Secondary School in Oshawa, 

the concern regarding students of these ages in the same building was noted as 



something that parents/guardians were initially concerned about but that did not end 

up being a issue of major concern.  The experience thus far at Monsignor Pereyma, 

limited as it is, would also have a similar conclusion. 

Students in the grade 7 & 8 program primarily occupy a separate part of the school.  

While there are shared spaces (e.g. Cafeteria, Library Commons, Gym etc), time 

schedules are different for the 7 & 8 students and the 9-12 students, so 

unsupervised interaction is minimized. 

 

16. If grade 7 & 8’s is removed from elementary schools, how will this impact the 

programs and expertise in the elementary schools? 

The Ontario Curriculum is the basis for all teaching in all schools.  The curriculum 

from JK-6 is not altered by a change in grade structure.   

In elementary schools that do not have an intermediate division, the grade 6 

students are the oldest and therefore have more opportunities for involvement 

leadership activities at an earlier age. 

17. Will elementary schools be closed if 7 & 8 students are moved to secondary 

schools? 

The enrolment and utilization in Elementary schools will be affected if grade 7 & 8 

students are moved to the secondary schools.  This may leave unused space in 

some of the Catholic Elementary Schools in Whitby which the Board would have to 

address.  Unused space may be able to house partner organizations or repurposed 

in other ways.  Boundary changes and/or an accommodation review process for the 

Catholic Elementary Schools in Whitby may also have to be considered.  An 

Elementary School can only be closed following a Board approved accommodation 

review process in accordance with Ministry guidelines and the Boards Pupil 

Accommodation Review Policy PO-430. 

18. If one Whitby secondary school is made 7-12 and the other stays 9-12, will 

parents have a choice as to which school their children attend?  

School attendance is determined by the approved boundaries.  The Board has a 

policy and administrative procedure that governs out of boundary approvals.  

Parents/families who wish their children to attend a school other than their own home 

school would have to apply for approval to attend an out of boundary school in 

accordance with Board policy. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you are considering secondary school choices for your children, what is most 

important to you?  (ie: courses, space, location, etc.) 

Participant responses were as follows: 

 Programs offered 

 Funding (who will funding be effected if high school loses space?) 

 Course options (wider variety) 

 Extracurricular (sports and clubs) (more offered keeps kids out of trouble) 

 Location – bus time/walking distance, # of portables, total # of students in school 

 Maintaining a high level of education 

 Why 4 Religion courses versus 1 Phys Ed.?  (deterrent for some Ministry mandated) 

 Specialized variety of courses. 

 Safety  

 Peer group 

 That the teachers are teaching their primary subject (that their background knowledge & 

experience match the courses they are teaching) 

 Variety of courses (guidance/mentors to help through high school years) 

 A.P. program was important to our family  

 Summer school options 

 Connection between teachers and parents (texting/emails) (Alerts) (Test Results) 

 Extra help/after school help 

 Extracurricular like ski club would be great!!! 

 Children stay in the area of their elementary school 

 Services/supports for a child with a learning disability 



 Courses/opportunities for a child with a learning disability (hands on learning classes, 

tech, etc.) 

 I Want my son to attend a K-8 school and then a 9-12 school. 

 I am most concerned with the core subjects: math, english and science 

 Is there any chance of separating our grade 7(elementary) and grade 8(secondary) 

students given that we added JK and long ago removed OAC?  K-7 & 8-12. 

 Availability of course selection for students 

 Groups/extra curricular – be involved in school programs rather than community ones. 

 Do we know the % of catholic students attending public elementary schools rather than 

catholic ones?  (can we bring them back?) 

 Special programs – arts, sports, music, computers, stem 

 LOCATION!!! 

 Will teachers be qualified to teach a program that is offered at a location? (Surplus, 

redundant, leave). 

 

What program offerings do you believe would further enhance the secondary school 

experience in Whitby? 

Participant responses were as follows: 

  Technical courses (hands on – up to date) computer, coding, robotics, photography. 

 Preparing them for the future, math, sciences, English, music, drama, band 

 Not just sports 

 Be more creative with your religious options in that we perhaps have additional courses 

that satisfy the religion credit.   

 Business focus (some schools offer a “Seal or Certificate ie: Sinclair). 

 Be competitive with public board 

 “High Interest” course availability to attract students.  Magnet would probably draw most 

from public school.  Could possibility help counter exodus from our board to the public 

board. 

 STEM 

 Performing arts 

 Better technology in existing schools (computers & Wi-Fi) 

 Current situation at both Whitby schools is poor !! 

 More sports options  

 More clubs (amnesty international, me to we club, glee club, gardening/eco club 



 SHSM  

 International BA 

 Post secondary preparation 

 Structured “victory lap” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


