
 
 DURHAM CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

 
WHITBY STUDY REVIEW MEETING 

NOVEMBER 1, 2016 
WORKING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 
 
 
MINUTES of the Whitby Study Review Meeting which was held in the Pope Francis 
Centre, 652 Rossland Road West in Oshawa on Tuesday, November 1, 2016 at  
1:00 p.m. 
 
RESOURCE 
 
T. Barill, Superintendent of Education 
B. Camozzi, Superintendent of Education 
L. Morgulis, Manager of Planning and Admissions 
J. Mullins, Superintendent of Education 
G. O’Reilly, Superintendent of Education 
 
ATTENDEES 
 
As attached. 
 
WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER 
 
Superintendent O’Reilly welcomed everyone and offered the opening prayer 
recognizing All Saints Day. 
 
ROLE OF WORKING COMMITTEE 
 
Superintendent O’Reilly reviewed the “Aims of the Study” found on page 10 of the initial 
presentation to the working committee: 

 Review the optimal programs and service delivery models for Catholic 
Secondary Schools in Whitby: 

 Understand the existing enrolment and projections impacting the utilization 
of both schools; 

 Determine the characteristics and develop a profile of the Whitby schools; 
 Review potential programs to locate at one or both Catholic Secondary 

Schools in Whitby; 
 Examine potential grade configurations for one or both Catholic 

Secondary Schools in Whitby; 
 Prepare recommendations to the Board of Trustees 
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In this context, it is the role of the working committee to collect and share information 
obtained at the meetings with their schools and community.  The binder and the Board 
website are great resources that should be referenced to ensure that information shared 
is accurate.  Teams were asked to make sure they use their council meetings as a 
place to draw parents’/guardians’ attention to the study and the information available. 
 
 
LONG TERM ACCOMMODATION PLAN 
 
Superintendent Barill provided the committee with a brief overview of the Board’s Long 
Term Accommodation Plan http://www.dcdsb.ca/en/our-
board/resources/Documents/2016-01-19-LTAP-Report-WEBSITE.pdf .  The aim of the 
Whitby Secondary Schools Study is linked to the LTAP as noted below: 
 
2016 

 Prepare a comprehensive review of the optimal programs and service delivery 
models for Catholic Secondary Schools in Whitby; 

2017 
 Implement the recommendations of the program service delivery model review at 

Whitby Catholic Secondary School(s); 
 
It was clarified that with respect to the implementation of the recommendations being 
implemented in September 2017 that, recommendations may or may not include a 
phased approach.  
 
Superintendent Barill also reviewed each of the Guiding Principles of the LTAP and 
noted that these apply to the process being followed for the Whitby Catholic Secondary 
School Study.  This powerpoint presentation can be found at 
http://www.dcdsb.ca/en/our-board/Whitby-Secondary-Schools-Review.aspx  

 
REVIEW OF OCTOBER 18th PUBLIC MEETING 
 
Superintendent Barill provided the committee with an overview of the Public Meeting 
held on October 18, 2016 at Fr. Leo J. Austin Catholic Secondary School.  Parents and 
ratepayers were provided information on the Whitby Secondary School Study and 
options were presented.  Over 300 questions, comments and concerns were collected 
and responded to.  This feedback provided a great overall picture of the needs and 
wants of the community.  This feedback can be found on the Board website at  
http://www.dcdsb.ca/en/our-board/Whitby-Secondary-Schools-Review.aspx . 
 
RESEARCH AND DATA 7-12 Model 
 
Superintendent Mullins provided the committee with research and data supporting the 
7-12 model.  His presentation can be found on the Board website at 
http://www.dcdsb.ca/en/our-board/Whitby-Secondary-Schools-Review.aspx . If you 
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would like a hard copy of his presentation, please send an email to  
WhitbySecondaryReview@dcdsb.ca   or phone us at 905-576-6150 or toll free at 1-877-482-
0722 ext. 22180.  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
MSGR. JOHN PEREYMA CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
A video highlighting the school was shown to the committee.   
 
Principal Christopher Cuddy, shared his experiences on the transition of grade 7-8 
students into his school. He spoke of the things that parents/guardians, staff and 
students had felt were important traditions such as the grade 8 trip and grade 7 
Confirmation and how they ensured that those things continued to happen. He 
highlighted the Terry Fox Run/Walk that was recently done as a whole school event (7-
12).  Previously Monsignor John Pereyma had not participated in this event but because 
the elementary staff all had and thought it was important, they decided to adopt it as an 
event for their whole school and it was a resounding success. 
 
Catherine Homeniuk, a parent of three children, two who attend Msgr. John Pereyma 
CSS shared her experience with the 7-12 model.  After first receiving the news of the 
new model she told of that night being filled with many emotions and worry, however 
once she attended a few meetings those feelings were soon replaced with excitement 
and anticipation.  Her children (grades 8 and 11) only cross paths at Mass or whole 
school events. 
 
Liam Santos, a grade seven student has really enjoyed his experience so far.  He was 
worried that he’d get lost but he’s just fine.  He likes his teachers, especially his music 
teacher.  All the teachers are really nice and the gym is awesome! 
 
Leanne Sealy-Hinds, a grade eight student thought high school teachers were stricter 
than elementary.  She felt the leadership opportunities were not very different than 
those in elementary school, but they are more inclusive, as they involve the 9-12 
students.  She has the same classroom teacher all day with the exception of rotary 
where she has a different French and Music teacher. The teachers are amazing! 
 
Helen Pham, a grade nine student shared her experience at the school.  She recently 
transferred from College Hill Public School (Oshawa).  Some adults/parents were 
concerned about “bullying”, she says that she was never bullied and she didn't see any 
of that.  As for the impact of high school students on grade 7/8 students, she doesn’t 
have any contact with them.  This year the school bell times changed, last year they 
were staggered, this year they are the same so siblings can leave at the same time. 
Lunch is a different time from the 9-12 students giving the 7-8 students access to the 
cafeteria and Learning Commons.  
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Frank Porco, program support teacher at the school, shared that each and every day 
brings a new experience for him at the school.  Transition meetings for students and 
teachers, grades 6 to 7 and 8 to 9 and are a great opportunity for staff to work together 
to support students.  Student profiles are created and reviewed together well in advance 
of students having to move into grade nine and the credit accumulation system.  It is a 
real benefit to have the elementary and secondary school teachers together in the same 
building. 
 
FR. LEO J. AUSTIN CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
A video promoting the school was shown to the committee.   
 
Veroca Santiago, a grade twelve student spoke to the UP Math program, various lunch 
projects, mental health and wellness group, grade 12 student tutors, gr 12 student 
Christmas dinner served by teachers, and the special Olympics program.  Fr. Leo J. 
Austin supports many families and agencies at Christmas.  
 
ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
A video promoting the school was shown to the committee.   
 
Sarah Hoerig, a grade twelve student shared that she lives in Brooklin and takes the 
bus to school, with the ride being approximately 15-20 minutes.  She spoke to the new 
Learning Commons at the school.  All Saints is well established with their spirit events 
i.e., Terry Fox Day, etc.  Sports at All Saints is great, many of the teachers are coaches 
as well.  The atmosphere at the school is really good, students and teachers are really 
nice, I've never had a negative experience. 
 
GUIDED DISCUSSION, OPTIONS AVAILABLE 
 
Superintendent Camozzi thanked the parents and community for the input that was 
received from the October 18th Community Consultation.  He introduced Lewis Morgulis, 
Manager of Planning and Admissions to take the committee through the 6 
accommodations options.  L. Morgulis spoke to the options the committee was to review 
and the package containing the options was distributed.  (Please see attached).  The 
committee discussed the options and their feedback was collected for review in 
preparation for the next public consultation.   
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Q&A 
 
The Resource team circulated amongst the committee and responded to questions. 
 
ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Superintendent Camozzi offered the closing prayer and the meeting adjourned at  
3:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 


