
Durham Catholic District School Board 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Board of Trustees   
 
From:  Anne O’Brien, Director of Education     
 
Date:  May 24, 2016 
 
Re:  Whitby Catholic Secondary Schools Study 
 
Origin:  Tracy Barill, Superintendent of Education – Teaching and Learning 
  John Mullins, Superintendent of Education – Student Success 

 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
Moved by   , seconded by 
 

“THAT the Durham Catholic District School Board receives as 
information the Whitby Catholic Secondary Schools Study Update 
dated May 24, 2016. 

 
Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to provide the Board of Trustees with an update on the 
Catholic Secondary School Study which has been initiated in accordance with the 
actions outlined in the Long Term Accommodation Plan adopted by the Board on 
January 19, 2016. 
 
Meetings of Staff 
Staff who are resourcing the Whitby Catholic Secondary Schools Study have met on the 
following occasions: 

 April 5, 2016 

 April 8, 2016 

 May 4, 2016 

 May 5, 2016 
 
Communications 
Following the Board Meeting of April 25, 2016, a letter was issued to each Principal, and 
Catholic School Advisory Council Chair which explained the purpose of the study and 
invited a team of representatives, as per the April 25th Board report, to participate as a 
formal working committee. 
 
Additionally, communication was sent out to the following affiliates/community members 
to advise them of the initiation of the study and the date of the first committee meeting 
and public consultation: 
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 APSSP 

 CUPE – Custodial/Maintenance 

 CUPE – Secretarial/Clerical/Technical 

 CUPE – Educational Assistants 

 ETFO – Designated Early Childhood Educators 

 Middle Management 

 Non-Union 

 OECTA Elementary 

 OECTA Secondary 

 OECTA Occasional  

 Principal/Vice Principal Association 

 Regional Partner/Consolidated Municipal Service Manager 
 

In conjunction with the Communications department, a postcard for the Whitby Catholic 
Secondary Schools Study was created and posted on the Board website.  It is linked to 
a Board webpage which will be updated with information as appropriate. 
 
In preparation for our first community consultation which will take place on May 31st, 
2016 at All Saints Catholic Secondary School at 7:00 pm, a notice was placed in the 
community newspapers inviting interested members of the public to attend. A letter has 
also been sent home to parents/guardians of children in our Whitby Schools to notify 
then of the same.  
 
To receive community input an email and designated phone line have been established 
for public input.   
 
Working Committee 
On Monday, May 9, 2016 staff met with committee members to share background data 
and gather information from the committee, to inform the Whitby Catholic Secondary 
School Study co-chaired by Superintendents Tracy Barill and John Mullins. 
 
The working committee is comprised of a team of representatives from each Catholic 
Elementary and Catholic Secondary school in Whitby (see membership list – Appendix 
1). Additionally, representatives from our childcare partners in Whitby were invited to 
participate.  They are as follows: YMCA – Before and After School Programming and 
Full Service Child Care Centres, P.R.Y.D.E. Learning Centre, Fairy Glen Daycare 
Centre, Kids Campus Child Care Centre, Ontario Early Years Centres/Nursery School 
Programs (YMCA)- Les Lucioles, Boys and Girls Club of Durham.  
 
At the meeting of May 9, 2016 staff provided the context for the study and presented 
background data regarding the Durham Catholic District School Board’s Long Term 
Accommodation Plan and aims of the study.  As part of the background data, factors 
affecting student projections were presented.  Committee members were given the 
opportunity to provide input on the following items as they related to their school: 
 

 Faith Formation and Catholic Identity 

 Academic Programs and Student Supports 
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 Extra-Curricular Activities 

 Partnerships and Programs 

 And any other issues that were not addressed. 
 
A list of possible solutions, in general terms was developed that could be considered 
(see Appendix 2).   
 
Subsequent to the May 9, 2016 meeting a form was issued to the school Principals to 
complete and return in preparation for the public consultation of May 31st, 2016.  The 
form requested specific information regarding the extracurricular activities being run at 
each school. 
 
The next working committee meeting will be held at the CEC, Conference Centre on 
September 27, 2016. 
 
Durham Catholic Parent Involvement Committee 
On Wednesday, May 12, 2016 Superintendents Barill and Mullins attended the regularly 
scheduled meeting of the DCPIC.  They provided an overview of the study which is 
being undertaken and answered questions.  Parents/Guardians in attendance were 
invited to provide further input via the scheduled public consultation sessions. 
 
Research 
From May 17-19, 2016 the academic superintendents and Chief Information Officer 
participated in a CODE sponsored “Ontario Innovation in Action Tour” to explore and 
gather information regarding schools in which technology and innovation are being 
effectively integrated into the daily school experience. 
 
As further input from the community is gathered, Superintendents will continue to 
research possible programs and service delivery models that may be of consideration 
for our Whitby Schools. 
 
Next Steps 

 Public Consultation – May 31, 2016 at 7:00 pm - All Saints Catholic Secondary 
School. 

 Staff will review all information gathered to date and develop a research plan to 
address ideas which have been brought forward. 

 
 

 
AOB/TB/JM/lm 


