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WHITBY SECONDARY SCHOOLS STUDY 

Public Consultation #2 

October 18, 2016, 7 p.m. 

Father Leo J. Austin Catholic Secondary School 

 
The following questions and comments were received from the 198 people in attendance at the 

October 18, 2016 Public Consultation regarding the Whitby Secondary School study. The 

collected questions and comments have been transcribed verbatim. Staff has provided 

responses to all of the questions in the following pages. In some cases questions were 

repeated. Where this occurred, Board staff has compiled all duplicate questions together.  

 

Questions and Responses Regarding the Process 

 
Are you going to bring staff and students from the Grade 7-12 school to next meeting? 

 

Representatives from Monsignor John Pereyma Catholic Secondary School will be present for 

the November 24, 2016 public consultation meeting in order to be able to provide thoughts and 

reflections on their experience of a 7-12 model.   

 

Are you going to post answers on website? 

 

Yes, as per established practice, all questions and answers will be posted on the Board website 

and retained as part of the public record. 

 

What will the next meeting look like – no info send home from school? 

 

The next public consultation session takes place on November 24, 2016 at All Saints CSS.  The 

purpose of this meeting will be to share more detailed information about a series of options 

under consideration.  Feedback will also be gathered from those present at the meeting. 

 

Is there a place to put your comments online?  When clicked on the website it didn’t 

work. 

 

Comments, feedback and questions can be emailed to: WhitbySecondaryReview@dcdsb.ca 

 

mailto:WhitbySecondaryReview@dcdsb.ca
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Many people are questioning the validity of vote (at first meeting).  39% - grade level 

viable based on opinions/concerns at this meeting (October 18th) those numbers seem 

unrealistic. 

 

At the first public meeting of May 31, 2016 participants were provided with the opportunity to 

indicate their first, second and third choices for options that the Board should further explore. 

This input was gathered and shared at the working committee meeting of September 30, 2016 

and the public consultation of October 18, 2016. The results from this activity formed one piece 

of information considered in the study.  Each option originally presented by staff has been given 

due consideration in the context of a variety of factors, including but not limited to, student 

programming, needs of the community and Ministry accommodation guidelines. 

 

Is the Board going to decide on these three options or the parents (community) will 

decide? 

 

Staff is completing a study of the Whitby Catholic secondary schools as a result of the Board's 

approval of the Long-Term Accommodation plan in January 2016.  The process includes 

engaging in public consultation and establishing a working committee. The information gathered 

from these avenues will be used to inform staff as they develop recommendations to bring to the 

Board of Trustees.  In addition to community input, staff will consider the needs of our students, 

enrolment projections, research on educational models and their effectiveness, Board and 

Ministry guidelines and policies, financial impact and the Board's ability to maintain a strong and 

vibrant Catholic school system into the future. When recommendations are brought forward, the 

Board of Trustees will make a decision. 

 

When is the decision made – timelines? 

 

Recommendations from the Whitby Catholic Secondary School Study will be brought to the 

Board of Trustees for consideration in February 2017.  Timelines will be considered in the 

recommendations. These could begin as soon as September 2017 or be phased in over time. 

Communication with parents/guardians will begin immediately following the Board meeting 

should the approved recommendations result in changes in boundaries/programs/locations for 

students. 

 

 

Which secondary school will be closed – All Saints or Fr. Leo? 

 

School closure remains an option that may be considered by the Board of Trustees in order to 

address schools which operate under their pupil capacity. Once the study is concluded, a series 

of recommendations will be forwarded to the Board of Trustees for consideration. Any 

recommendation to close a school will require the initiation of an accommodation review which 

is governed by Board Policy PO430: Pupil Accommodation Review. 
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What plan does the Board have to allow more insight into capacity issues in the future (it 

appears as though this problem was created or made more urgent, due to a lack of 

foresight)? 

 

The Board presents its enrolment projection and utilization data annually to Trustees. In 

addition, the Board's Long-Term Accommodation Plan (LTAP) is prepared, which examines a 

range of accommodation issues including requirements for new schools, additions, boundary 

changes, enrolment and program studies. On a five-year basis the Board also prepares an 

Educational Development Charges Bylaw that examines the number of existing and projected 

students over a 15-year period. The decline in enrolment in Whitby has materialized as 

projected.  The timing of the Whitby Study is consistent with the recommendations contained in 

the LTAP. 

 

When is Brooklin getting a high school? 

 

The Ministry of Education provides funding through a Capital Submission Process.  In 2005, the 

Board purchased the land to build a Catholic Secondary School in Brooklin.  Since that time, the 

Board has made two capital submissions to the Ministry requesting funding for the new school.  

To date, we have not received approval from the Ministry of Education. 

 

When will this change take place? 

 

Planning and discussions will continue through the study process and our ongoing review of our 

five year Long-Term Accommodation Plan (LTAP).  The Board of Trustees will receive 

recommendations from staff at a February 2017 Board Meeting with respect to the Whitby 

Secondary School Study.  Actions and timelines will be communicated following any decisions 

of the Board of Trustees. 

 

Now that we are aware of what the “study” is about, will you send the survey to all 

parents whose children will be impacted? 

 

Board staff will attend meetings at each local school to engage in further dialogue with 

parent(s)/guardian(s). 

 

How can we provide feedback on the options if we do not know the extent of the impact 

for each option? 

 

We will continue to listen to parents and examine options within the next working committee and 

public meetings.  We will provide further information on the recommended options through these 

sessions. 

 

Duplicate Questions 

 Please provide follow-up confirmation that the results of the study will be shared and 

further consultation will occur prior to a finalized plan. 



4 
 

 The feeling of this meeting should be taken account – open survey 

 Why are we boxed into these two options based on 50 people? 

 How many people/parents attended the May 26th feedback meeting? (the percentages 

need to be re-assessed due to the volume of this meeting) 

 How much does the people’s input impact the decision? 

 Are we moving for benefit for students or to fill a building? 

 If 7-12 when will it happen – when will parents/students know? 

 How soon will the Board decide if they push all Grade 7-8s to transfer to All Saints? 

 How long will you make it official? 

 What will happen to the smaller elementary schools that aren’t at capacity if grade 7/8 

are removed, will they be closed? 

 Communities concerned this is going to happen next year. 

 Can it be phased in? 

 When would a grade change happen, ie., Sept. 2017? 

 Will this change happen again part way through high school, we are considering leaving 

the Catholic board? 

 

Additional Feedback from the Community 

 Meeting – no new info, all from Board website, the fact numbers are tripled tonight tells 

us not. 

 General perception – pass on through, disorganized tonight, no dialogue, no questions, 

not prepared for tonight. 

 Changing grades is only remaining option…. But really you knew that…. 

 Have 2 mics for parents and please answer questions. 

 The format of this meeting is ridiculous! We need to have a platform to speak, trustees, 

parents, vice principals, principal, everyone.  The communication is horrible we don’t 

care about the power point. 

 Please change your style of meetings, please let parents be heard. 

 A question and answer meeting needed. 

 What will next meeting be like?  If it is like tonight I feel it’s not worth it – we were told 

info – not discussion. 

 Don’t feel this meeting accomplished anything – questions were not answered. 

 Perhaps if the speakers did not repeat the previous presentation over and over, there 

would be time for actual information! 

 Parents should have the right to vote! 

 

 

Questions and Answers Regarding Communication  

 

Survey or follow-up from Pereyma either from parents/students/staff on process, 

transitions, concerns. 
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Prior to the implementation of the 7-12 model at Monsignor John Pereyma Catholic Secondary 

School, Board staff gathered information and research from across the province and beyond on 

this model for program delivery.  In response to inquiries from the fall working committee 

meeting and the second public consultation, the Board will arrange for staff and student 

representatives from Monsignor John Pereyma Catholic Secondary School to be present at the 

next public meeting of November 24, 2016, where they will share their experiences and 

reflections to date regarding their transition, past and present concerns, what they have learned 

and what they would recommend for the future. The Board will continue to monitor the 

implementation of the 7-12 model at Monsignor Pereyma Catholic Secondary School and will 

utilize a variety of sources of data to evaluate its effectiveness.  Click here to watch the 

Monsignor John Pereyma CSS video for a look at the student experience at the school.  

 

 

Could we have better communication about meetings? 

 

The Whitby Catholic Secondary School Study was initiated in May 2016 as a result of the Long-

Term Accommodation Plan (LTAP) that was approved by the Board of Trustees at the Board 

meeting of January 19, 2016.  LTAP Information Sessions were held across the district in 

February 2016. School principals and Catholic School Council Chairs were contacted on April 

27, 2016.  Schools were invited, through a personal letter, to establish a school team to 

participate in the working committee to ensure community engagement and opportunity for 

direct focused feedback. Each school was invited to send a team (the principal, a staff 

representative, two parent representatives and for the secondary schools, two student 

representatives). The first meeting of the working committee took place on May 9, 2016 and all 

schools were represented.   

 

In preparation for the first public consultation, the following communication tools were used: 

 Backpack letters were sent home to every family in each Catholic School in Whitby and 

Brooklin during the week of May 11, 2016, inviting all interested parents/guardians to 

attend; the letter was also posted to the Board's website.  

 Invitations were also sent out to all child care partners in our Whitby schools;  

 Ad placed in the Whitby This Week newspaper; 

 A dedicated Whitby Study webpage (www.dcdsb.ca/en/ourboard/whitby-secondary-

schools-review.aspx), phone line (905-576-6150 x. 22180) and email 

(whitbysecondaryreview@dcdsb.ca) was established on our Board website along with a 

featured banner on the home page that links directly to the information; 

 All feedback and questions collected from the public consultation were collated and 

posted on the Whitby Catholic Secondary Schools Consultation webpage, including 

answers to all questions which were submitted at the May 31 meeting; 

 Synervoice phone message was sent to Whitby/Brooklin families. 

 

The second working committee meeting took place on September 30, 2016.  All schools were 

represented. In preparation for the second public consultation, the following communication 

tools were implemented: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whEUZht9YLM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whEUZht9YLM
http://www.dcdsb.ca/en/ourboard/whitby-secondary-schools-review.aspx
http://www.dcdsb.ca/en/ourboard/whitby-secondary-schools-review.aspx
mailto:whitbysecondaryreview@dcdsb.ca
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 Backpack letters were sent home to every family and posted to the Board and all 

Whitby/Brooklin school websites (Under School News on homepage); 

 Ad placed in the Whitby This Week newspaper; 

 Board webpage dedicated to the Whitby Catholic Secondary Review was updated with 

all dates and reports received;  

 Synervoice phone message was sent to Whitby/Brooklin families. 

 

 

What is being done to address the Brooklin kids being retained at Catholic high schools? 

 

Both All Saints CSS and Father Leo J. Austin CSS have worked with their elementary schools 

to attract and retain as many students from Grade 8 into Grade 9 as possible. As a result of the 

work undertaken last year, the Board retained more of the Grade 8 class into Grade 9 and had a 

higher enrolment than projected. The Administrative teams and staff of both Whitby Secondary 

Schools have planned numerous and ongoing outreach activities to engage all of the associate 

schools. These activities have been very well received. We continue to promote our Catholic 

schools, and the benefits of a faith based education for all of our students. 

 

Why were minutes not distributed from first meeting? 

 

Working group meeting minutes as well as all feedback and presentations from the public 

meetings are posted on the Whitby Catholic Secondary Schools Study webpage. 

 

Duplicate Questions 

 Why wasn’t this communicated to all schools? 

 Communication is important – no communication about it. 

 When you put an ad in paper, also advertise the meeting agenda – people were 

unaware of discussion points. 

 No communication from schools. 

 Why were parents left in the dark about all this until tonight – you would have had a 

much larger turnout at all the meetings if they were not kept a secret. 

 Why wasn’t better communication via the school provided regarding this process 

(meetings for parents)? 

 

Additional Feedback from the Community 

 Extremely disappointed with the lack of communication about this plan.  (Created lack of 

trust, not transparent) 

 The letter sent home was extremely vague. 

 Was not aware of meeting in May. 

 Stat from 1st meeting – little notice to parents on what is going on, little turnout.  Word of 

mouth spread and look at turnout!! Maybe take a new poll? 
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 Should send out clearer communications so parents are aware of what is being 

proposed. 

 

Questions Regarding Board Policy 

 

At what point will the Board close or amalgamate because of numbers, similar to what 

happened at Port Perry in 2015? 

 

The Durham Catholic District School Board is responsible for deciding the most appropriate 

pupil accommodation arrangements for the delivery of elementary and secondary programs. 

These decisions are made by the Board of Trustees in the context of carrying out their primary 

responsibilities of fostering student achievement, spiritual well-being and ensuring effective 

stewardship of school board resources including the Board’s financial viability and sustainability. 

In some cases, to address changing student populations, this requires the Board to consider 

undertaking pupil accommodation reviews in accordance with Policy PO-430 Pupil 

Accommodation Review that may lead to school consolidations and closures. The Board 

continues to review the consolidation of schools as a viable option to maintain a strong Catholic 

presence in local neighbourhoods, and in order to enable the Board to apply for funding from 

the Ministry of Education for school additions and new school construction. 

 

 

Will students have to change schools in Grade 9 to their originally designated high 

school? 

Board Policy PO-415 School Boundary sets out the parameters for the creation of school 

boundaries for all Catholic elementary and secondary schools. As such, students are typically 

required to attend the school whose boundary they reside within. There are however provisions 

for out of boundary attendance that are addressed on an annual basis.  

 

Duplicate Questions 

 One child in grade 9 at Austin, one child in grade 8 at St. Matthew, can Grade 8 go to 

Austin with sibling yet live in All Saints boundary? 

 One child in grade 10 – Austin, one in grade 8, one in grade 7.  When are changes 

implemented, will 2 out of three go to different school? 

 

Additional Feedback from the Community 

 Re-locate funding away from EQAO and into real student success for the future. 

 

 

Questions and Answers Regarding Data 

 

What is the data on new development age of kids moving in? 
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The Board reviews all new housing developments. The age of students moving into new homes 

varies, however, not all new households have school aged children initially.  Over time, the 

student population grows annually and the number of students reaches a peak first in the 

elementary panel, followed by a peak enrolment in the secondary panel. Following peak 

enrolment, the number of elementary and secondary students per home declines as the 

residents age. Each new community is different, and the number of children per home, and the 

proportion of Catholic and non-Catholic students differs by municipality. The Town of Whitby 

Planning Department provides the Board's Planning Department with all planned and approved 

future sub-divisions with density levels included.  All of this data is considered when preparing 

enrolment projections.  Every five years, as part of the Educational Development Charges By-

Law Renewal Process (EDC), the Board retains a third party consultant to validate the housing 

development within the region and the number of students generated over a fifteen year period.  

The most recent review took place in 2014. 

 

Has the DCDSB looked at the relation between church membership and school 

enrolment? 

 

The Board's projections do not reflect church membership, but do reflect the proportion of the 

population that identifies itself as Roman Catholic and Separate School supporting in the 

municipal tax data base maintained by Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC). 

Board staff also considers the available census, housing development and birth data in 

developing its projections.  

 

How do we address the population in Brooklin – what happens? 

 

The Board prepares student enrolment projections on an annual basis and reports on the 

utilization of its elementary and secondary schools. Staff also prepares a Long-Term 

Accommodation Plan (LTAP) that outlines the requirements for new schools, potential boundary 

changes, studies and program relocations. The Board's 2016-2021 LTAP projects that the 

elementary schools in Brooklin will grow with the addition of new housing from the Brooklin 

expansion area. In time, the Board plans to request up to three new Catholic elementary 

schools and a Catholic secondary school to serve the population of Brooklin. 

 

How many students will it take to get All Saints to capacity? 

 

Based on the data provided in the presentation, the school currently has more than 300 empty 

student spaces.  

 

How many Grade 7 & 8s are projected to go to All Saints? 

 

There are currently 383 students in Grades 6 and 7 within the All Saints Family of Schools 

(including Whitby and Brooklin).  

 

Are the stats factoring in the 100,000 people moving into Durham? 
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The Board's enrolment projections account for growth in the Seaton Community in Pickering, 

the expansion of both Whitby and Brooklin, and the development of the Kedron Community in 

North Oshawa over the next 10 years. The Board will receive a proportion of the students 

generated by this development in its elementary and secondary schools. It will take some time 

for all of these new communities to generate the need for new elementary and secondary 

schools. The Board's Long-Term Accommodation Plan outlines the requirement for new schools 

from 2016 to 2021 and the Board annually requests approval from the Ministry of Education to 

build new schools and additions.  

 

All Saints targeted International Students, was it successful?  Will you continue moving 

forward? 

 

The Board presently has a total of 21 international students at its schools, including 10 at All 

Saints Catholic Secondary School. We do plan on moving forward with the strategic priority of 

expanding and enhancing international education within the Board. 

 

How does taking out intermediate kids out of elementary schools – reducing their 

numbers and lowering their capacity - help? 

 

The creation of a Grade 7-12 program will reduce the number of students in each of the affected 

Catholic elementary schools. The impact on the secondary schools will be increased enrolment 

at one or both secondary schools.   

 

What about moving Grade 9 into elementary instead of Grade 7/8 into high school? 

 

If the Board moves additional students into its Catholic elementary schools, the underutilization 

of the secondary schools will be more acute, resulting in even lower use of our two schools. 

Staff does not consider this option to be viable.  

 

Does moving the 7/8s and assuming that all students will continue to attend, does the 

number of students into the 7/8 make the capacity at 100%? 

 

The movement of Grade 7 and 8 students will bring both schools closer to full utilization. 

 

What special programs are in each school? 

 

All Saints and Father Leo J Austin Catholic Secondary Schools each have Advanced Placement 

(AP) courses, and Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) programs. Father Leo J. Austin Catholic 

Secondary School also accommodates a Grade 9-12 French Immersion program, serving 

students from Whitby and Oshawa. 

 

SHSM programs at All Saints CSS: 

 Arts and Culture 
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 Business 

 Health and Wellness 

 

SHSM programs at Fr. Leo J. Austin CSS: 

 Arts and Culture 

 Business 

 Hospitality and Tourism 

 Transportation 

 

Nine years ago, owned land in Brooklin and then sold to public board – now another 

piece of land – are you going to build a high school there? 

 

The Board purchased the Brooklin Catholic Secondary School site which is located at the corner 

of Cachet Boulevard and Winchester Road in 2005. Prior to that the Board did not own a 

Catholic secondary school site to serve Brooklin. 

 

Is public school board having same issues as Catholic school board – If so, what is their 

solution? 

 

All school boards review their available space and program requirements on a regular basis to 

ensure that they are using their schools as effectively as possible to deliver programs to their 

students.  Both Boards experienced secondary enrolment decline in their schools over the last 5 

years.  

 

How do we increase our numbers – what do we have to do to bring kids in? 

 

Our secondary schools have various activities and programs that attract students to our faith 

based education.  We provide excellent transition planning and outreach with all of our 

associate feeder schools, and we welcome students of all faiths into our secondary schools.  

We work with all of our Catholic partners including, but not limited to, the Archdiocese of 

Toronto, Institute for Catholic Education, Ontario Catholic School Trustees' Association, Ontario 

English Catholic Teachers' Association, Catholic Principals' Council of Ontario, and the Catholic 

Curriculum Corporation to ensure that we are providing quality Catholic education guided by the 

principles of excellence, equity and new evangelization.  

 

In addition to these efforts, it is important to note the following: new housing development which 

is family oriented needs to be built in significant numbers to not only offset decline, but add real 

growth to enrolment; to the extent that the birthrate remains flat or declines, more new housing 

is required; if there is an increase in the birthrate, more children will be eligible to attend 

elementary and eventually secondary schools; and a rise in birthrate will take 13-14 years to 

have an impact on secondary schools.   

 

Enrolment in elementary schools – how do you increase enrolment? 
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The Board's elementary enrolment is growing in areas where there has been new housing 

constructed. However, the number of school aged children per household has fallen steadily for 

years which means that it takes the construction of more houses to generate new students for 

the Board. In addition, the Board's Admissions Policy outlines which students can attend the 

DCDSB for Kindergarten to Grade 8.  

 

Will Austin will be over capacity by 2025? 

 

After the relocation of the Oshawa French Immersion program students to Monsignor Paul 

Dwyer C.H.S., Father Leo J. Austin will operate at less than 100% of its capacity. 

 

Why were All Saints and Austin built so close together – this is the reason for the 

problem? 

 

The All Saints Catholic Secondary School lands were set aside by the Board in the 1990's well 

in advance of the requirement for the school. When All Saints Catholic Secondary School was 

constructed in 2001, the enrolment at Father Leo J. Austin Catholic Secondary School was 

1,926 students for Grades 9-13, in a building built for 1,130 students. By 2006 both schools held 

a combined 2,834 students in Grades 9-12 in schools which had a capacity of 2,325 students.  

The current combined enrolment is 1,820 students, which includes students from our Oshawa 

French Immersion programs. 

 

Forecast 1/3 attendance tonight, how can we trust forecasting for future when we don’t 

know who is moving into the community? 

 

In 2014 as part of the study of our Catholic elementary and secondary schools, the Board 

undertook a study of immigration into Ontario and Durham Region in particular. The study 

confirmed that the number of children per household has declined over time, and the proportion 

of children of Roman Catholic parents within the region has also declined over time. Both are in 

line with the enrolment projections prepared annually by staff and shared with the Board of 

Trustees. 

 

What percentage of students does the Board assume will exit the Catholic system as a 

result of the moves of Grade 7/8 to a selected high school?  What will this do to capacity 

numbers going forward? 

 

Based on past experiences with program changes, including the 7-12 model at DCDSB and in 

other jurisdictions, the majority of students remain in the Catholic school system. 

 

Do they have enough classrooms? 

 

Both All Saints and Father Leo J. Austin Catholic Secondary School have sufficient capacity to 

add a Grade 7 and 8 program into their schools over the next several years. 

 



12 
 

Moving the 7/8 students from Whitby schools will decrease enrolment at each.  Can you 

list the number of students from K-6 at each elementary? 

 

School JK-6 7&8 Total 

St. Bernard C.S. 231 74 305 

St. Bridget C.S. 344 125 469 

St. John Paul II C.S. 320 60 380 

St. John the Evangelist C.S. 218 48 266 

St. Leo C.S. 215 58 273 

St. Luke the Evangelist C.S. 376 115 491 

St. Marguerite d'Youville C.S. 207 71 278 

St. Mark the Evangelist C.S. 500 132 632 

St. Matthew the Evangelist C.S. 335 99 434 

St. Paul C.S. 247 60 307 

St. Theresa, Whitby C.S. 149 50 199 

Total 3142 892 4034 

 

What is the enrolment and capacity of the three Brooklin Catholic Schools? 

 

School Capacity Enrolment Utilization 

St. Bridget CS 513 470 92% 

St. John Paul II CS 481 380 79% 

St. Leo CS 453 273 60% 

Total 1,447 1,123 78% 

 

 

How many students went from the Catholic schools in Brooklin to the new Brooklin HS? 

 

Retention of Grade 8 Students to  

All Saints Catholic Secondary School 

  

SCHOOL 

MAR/30/2016 SEPT/30/2016     

GRADE 8 GRADE 9 OTHER BOARD 

ENROLMENT ALL SAINTS BOARD RETENTION 

ST. BRIDGET CS 53 13 40 25% 

ST. JOHN PAUL II 

CS 
17 11 6 65% 

ST. LEO CS 36 11 25 31% 

TOTAL 106 35 71 33% 
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Retention of French Immersion Students to: 

Father Leo J Austin Catholic Secondary School 

  

SCHOOL 

MAR/30/2016 SEPT/30/2016       

GRADE 8 GRADE 9   OTHER BOARD 

ENROLMENT FLJ AUSTIN 
ALL 

SAINTS 
BOARD RETENTION 

ST. JOHN PAUL II n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

ST. LEO 25 18 1 6 76% 

TOTAL 25 18 1 6 76% 

 

This data reflects the number of Grade 8 students in the 2015-2016 school year who went to 

Father Leo J Austin CSS for Grade 9 in September 2016 for French Immersion, plus 1 student 

who attended All Saints CSS in Grade 9 in September 2016. Of the 25 students in the Grade 8 

French Immersion program, 18 students entered Grade 9 at Father Leo J Austin Catholic 

Secondary School, 1 student entered Grade 9 at All Saints Catholic Secondary School and 6 

students entered a secondary school in another Board. 

 

Duplicate Questions 

 If grade relocation is the final option, then what will happen in the primary schools, will 

there be increased supports since operating costs will decrease? 

 If you move 7/8 then space in elementary open – then what?  Close elementary 

school/boundaries – now have JKs on buses, always from close schools? 

 Have you thought about public access? 

 Moving grades does not address the capacity issue if just relocating them? 

 What happens when student population rises because of 407….  Now the overflow of 

students will be in portables and our elementary schools will have smaller/empty rooms? 

 How many additional students will it take to get All Saints to capacity? 

 How will the grade change affect the under-capacity of Brooklin schools? 

 Does moving the 7-8s and assuming that all students will continue to attend the Catholic 

board, does the number of students in the 7-8 make the capacity at 100%? 

 How will it benefit the high school to take students from elementary and leave the 

elementary at such a less grounded capacity? 

 What will be the elementary school impact to the grade change option? 

 Impact on enrolment elementary schools, closures/amalgamations. 

 Brooklin high school should not have been built on Catholic land! 

 

Additional Feedback from the Community 

 How can we trust process managed effectively when can’t manage meeting tonight? 

 How many Grade 8s from Brooklin went to Grade 9 at Austin or All Saints? 

 Your stats do not add up. 
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 Elementary school enrolment will drop from feeder schools therefore leaving schools at 

risk.  Unclear as to why multiple elementary schools are prioritized below high schools 

(ex. Risk of closing multiple elementary vs. closing 1 high school) 

 Isn’t moving the kids from grade 7/8 to high school just robbing Peter to pay Paul?  Who 

is addressing the declining enrolment in Catholic schools overall?  The plan does not 

address this in any way? 

 Young new families won’t be able to afford new homes in development; they will likely 

have older children. 

 

 

Questions and Answers Regarding Student Safety 

 

Safety – younger children mixed with older students 

 

Grade 7 and 8 students would be in a separate area of the school. School staff supervise these 

students as they do in elementary school.  

 

Concern for age Grade 7-12 – segregation issue – how do you do this? 

 

At Monsignor John Pereyma Catholic Secondary School, the Board set aside a wing of the 

school for the Grade 7 and 8 students for their core programs. Using a differentiated schedule, 

students from Grades 7 and 8 access the chapel, gymnasium, learning commons, specialized 

classrooms and the cafeteria, on an elementary school timetable. 

 

What structures will they have in place for our safety concerns about our children? 

 

School administration and staff constantly monitor safety within the school.  Teachers are 

present and visible during transition times between classes to ensure safety.  School boards, 

both nationally and provincially, have been operating K-12 and 7-12 models and there is a great 

deal of collective experience on operational issues including student safety.   

 

 

Would they have separate entry times and schedules? 

 

At Monsignor John Pereyma Catholic Secondary School, the students have different schedules 

during the day with elementary blocks of 50 minutes and secondary periods of 70 minutes. The 

school does not have a common lunch hour so the Grade 7 and 8 students have a separate 

lunch from the Grade 9-12 students. Elementary recess also does not conflict or overlap times 

when secondary students change classes. For 2016 however, due to parent requests, the 

school moved to a common start and dismissal time for all students in Grades 7-12.  

 

How will the high school ensure the safety and security of Grade 7/8 students, i.e., 

exposure to drugs, sexual activity and violence? 
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If there are concerns from students about safety and security for any reason, supports are in 

place at the school. In addition to Program Support Teachers, Social Workers, Psychological 

Services and Child and Youth Workers supports are available to students in all grade levels.  

The Grade 7-12 model provides Grade 7 and 8 students with access to additional supports, 

including Guidance Counsellors, Student Success Teachers, Chaplains, and supports that were 

traditionally only available to students in Grades 9 through 12.  

 

Bullying – how do you deal with an 11-year-old bullied by a Grade 11? 

 

Our Board has a strong commitment to bullying prevention and intervention.  We have 

dedicated curriculum in every classroom in every school, as well as Board-level supports (e.g. 

Child and Youth Worker, Social Worker).  We would follow the steps outlined in the Bullying 

Prevention and Intervention Policy # PO612.  

 

How will you assure the safety of the younger kids in a 7-12 model? 

 

Through creating a positive school climate in which all members of the school community feel 

safe, comfortable and accepted. These may include: promoting healthy and inclusive 

relationships, encouraging students to be positive leaders in their school communities, engage 

with all partners, bullying prevention messages reinforced through school level programs, 

addressing discrimination based on such factors as age, race, sexual orientation, gender, faith, 

disability, ethnicity and socio-economic disadvantage. 

 

Research affects long term on the children. 

Minimizing transitions ensures that students have more stability in their learning environment. 

This also encourages relationship building and a sense of community in the school. Together, 

over time, these things can positively influence teaching and learning, leading to improved 

program quality and student achievement. 

 

Do you have long-term data regarding the 7-12 model, ie., drugs, alcohol? 

 

Based on our suspension and expulsion data across the system we have very few infractions 

recorded under this category. 

 

Duplicate Questions 

 

 Concern about the safety of younger students 

 My 12-year-old should not be exposed to grade 11-12 student’s issues (sex, drugs, 

truancy, smoking, language, etc.). 

 Bullying high school grade 7/8? 

 What measure will the board take (above and beyond) to ensure the safety of grade 7/8 

students should they move to a high school? 



16 
 

 

Questions Regarding a Grade 7 and 8 Program  

 

Grade level changes:  more time required to prepare Grade 6 students for high school? 

 

The Board has done extensive research on the implementation and transition to a Grade 7-12 

model.  Grade 6 students in south Oshawa were well prepared and easily transitioned to grade 

7. We ensured that each student was provided with the tools to develop a level of comfort and 

felt confident as they moved to their new school. Research indicates that JK-6 schools benefit 

from an improved school climate, and Grade 6 students take on leadership roles that were 

previously held by adolescents in Grade 7 and 8. The research data and feedback from school 

boards that have implemented the 7-12 model indicates that this model is an effective structure 

for programming and social support. The culture of the community has not been affected in a 

negative manner.  

 

High school gym usage is already very high.  I am concerned Grade 7/8 phys ed. and 

extra-curricular activities will be impacted due to access – how will this be mitigated? 

 

Both Catholic secondary schools have a triple gym and an exercise room within the school. In 

addition, both schools have large athletic fields associated with the school that are used by the 

physical education programs and co-curricular teams. There is available capacity through 

timetabling to have both the elementary and secondary students have access to both the indoor 

and outdoor athletic facilities to support their gym programs and sports. 

 

 

What about the stress that impacts our children? 

 

In addition to the Program Support Teacher, Social Worker, Psychological Services, and Child 

and Youth Worker available to students in all grade levels, the Grade 7 to 12 model provides 

Grade 7 and 8's with access to additional supports, including Guidance Counsellors, Student 

Success Teachers and a Chaplain, supports that are traditionally only available to students from 

Grade 9 through 12. 

 

Grade change:  what cons have been considered for the grade 7 and 8 students 

specifically? 

 

Research indicates that broader grade configurations like the 7-12 model have a significant 

effect on reducing dropout rates, most significantly in males. In doing research regarding the 7-

12 model, the Board considered academic implications, program implications, social and 

community implications for both Kindergarten-6 schools and Grade 7-12 schools.  The Board 

also did an extensive review of other boards in Ontario, across Canada and the United States 

that have implemented the Grade 7-12 model. 
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If 7-12 is a go, will there be a transition for students?  What will it look like – especially in 

2017? 

 

Thoughtful and careful planning of transitions to students is essential to the success of the 

Grade 7-12 model. Student supports would be in place for both academic and social needs; and 

timetables, bells and scheduling for Grade 7/8 students would be a priority. Transition plans and 

team building for students and staff would be provided to help merge the community. Traditions 

of feeder schools, such as sacraments, graduations, anniversaries, closing ceremonies and 

awards would be continued. 

 

If the Grade 7 and 8s eventually transfer to All Saints, what are the plans and how do 

these children between 12-13 years old adapt to 18-year-old students? 

 

Broader grade configurations like the 7-12 model have a significant effect on reducing dropout 

rates, significantly in males. Schools that include a larger grade span tend to perform above 

board and provincial averages in EQAO assessments. The research data and feedback from 

school boards with existing Grade 7-12 models, indicates that Grade 7/8 students transition well 

to the 7-12 model.  They have access to a broader range of specialized programs including 

technology, art, music and hospitality. Students also have access to guidance counsellors, 

student success teachers and chaplains to help them adapt to the transition and support their 

career and pathways planning.  Reach Ahead and enrichment opportunities are available with 

subject experts in secondary school and there are vastly improved transition planning 

opportunities from Grade 8 to 9.  Secondary schools are increasingly student centered and a 

great deal of time is spent meeting the social and emotional academic needs of every student.  

The provincial student success model acknowledges that effective practices of school boards 

should focus on Grades 7-12. 

 

Will the Grade 7 and 8s be required to wear uniform similar to the 9-12 students? 

 

Yes, all students who attend a secondary school are subject to the school's dress code. The 

dress code is governed by Policy PO-605 Appropriate Dress for Pupils. Currently all our 

secondary schools have a prescribed uniform. 

 

Will they have specialized teachers i.e., music/math? 

 

The Grade 7 and 8 students will be taught by elementary qualified teachers. The increased 

enrolment in Grades 7 and 8 allows the school greater flexibility in developing a rotary system 

with greater potential subject specialization. 

 

Will Grade 7 and 8s be in separate areas? 

 

Yes, the Board has examined each secondary school and has found areas that can be 

dedicated to the Grade 7 and 8 students. One of the benefits to moving to a 7-12 model is that 

students can access specialized facilities including music rooms, gymnasium and exercise 



18 
 

facilities, the Learning Commons, technological facilities and the chapel on a differentiated 

schedule from the Grade 9-12 students. Students in Grades 7 and 8 will be supervised in a 

manner consistent with elementary supervision levels. 

 

Will start times for Grade 7 and 8s be staggered if relocated to high school? 

 

The Board provided a staggered start and finish time for Monsignor John Pereyma Catholic 

Secondary School when the decision was made to add Grade 7 and 8 students. This year, it 

was requested that the school move to a common start and dismissal time. Both options can be 

considered in accordance with the needs of the community. 

 

If you move our 7/8s what happens to their sacraments?  I.e., confirmation that was 

bumped to Grade 7. 

 

Confirmation of students is overseen by the parish and Archdiocese. The teachers of the Grade 

7 students will continue to support sacramental preparation for students in conjunction with the 

local parishes. 

 

Start Internships in High school? 

 

Internships presently exist in our secondary schools. We offer Co-operative Education 

programs, Specialist High Skills Major Programs (SHSM), Ontario Youth Apprenticeship 

Programs (OYAP).  In addition, students take a careers course as part of the Grade 10 

program. 

 

Grade change – it appears as though this choice is based on numbers only.  Where is the 

social impact and analysis data to support this option? 

 

The Board has done extensive research on the implementation and transition to a Grade 7-12 

model.  Grade 6 students in south Oshawa were well prepared and easily transitioned to Grade 

7 at Monsignor John Pereyma Catholic Secondary School.  We ensured that each student was 

provided with the tools to develop a level of comfort and felt confident as they moved to their 

new school. Students who moved to Grade 9 this year reported they had a seamless transition 

into the secondary program. 

 

Student supports would be in place for academic, social needs, timetables, bells and scheduling 

for Grade 7/8 students - this would be our priority. Transition plans and team building for 

students and staff would be provided to help merge the community.  

 

Grade Changes:  developmental readiness for Grade 7/8 into a high school setting 

especially on girls. (I transferred from a Grade 7-12 school because of that negative 

experience) Research shows that adolescents don’t recover it. 
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The research indicates that school districts that include a broader grade span both tend to 

perform above the board and provincial average for EQAO  testing in Math and Literacy.  The 

Grade 7-12 configuration provides more consistency in regards to the curriculum.  It also 

provides the availability of a chapel, the ability to attend Mass and the opportunity for students 

to be involved in social justice projects which in turn enhance the social, emotional and 

psychological aspects of developing youth. 

 

Have children’s feelings, maturity been considered – kids scared of this option. 

 

Research and feedback from the implementation of the 7-12 model by other school boards and 

our own data and feedback from Monsignor John Pereyma Catholic Secondary School, indicate 

that students welcome the opportunity for the broader range of specialized programs and 

enrichment opportunities that are provided by the 7-12 model. 

 

What about staffing at the elementary schools, will teachers move to 7-12 school? 

 

All Grade 7&8 students would be taught by qualified elementary school teachers.  

 

Activities for Grade 7-8 graduation, confirmation. 

 

Grade 8 graduation and Grade 7 Confirmation traditions would not change. 

 

Exposure to young adults. 

 

Feedback from our own staff who are working in the Grade 7-12 model tells us that Grade 7 and 

8 students act in a more mature manner when in a secondary school environment.  Students 

are not complete strangers to one another, secondary and Grade 7/8 students may already 

know each other as they are siblings, cousins, neighbors, etc.  Grade 9 through 12 students act 

as peer mentors in Grade 7 and 8 classrooms through the cooperative education program, 

student leadership course and peer mediation. Through these programs, senior students act as 

role models and develop positive relationships with Grade 7 and 8 students.   

 

Why is my 11-year-old, going to high school?  Please explain how you are keeping 

he/she independent from older kids (incl. before and after school)? 

 

Grade 7 and 8 students would be housed in a different section of the school from Grade 9-12 

students. Space accommodation and room allocations would be scheduled to ensure a school 

within a school. Grade 7 and 8 students are still elementary students regardless of where they 

are located in the building. Supervision requirements, curriculum, rules, code of behavior and 

rotary system are all considered when placing Grade 7 and 8 in a building with a 7-12 model. 

Start and finish times can be staggered to accommodate arrival and dismissal of students to 

accommodate ease of dismissal and limit interaction between students. Grade 7 and 8 students 

would have their own separate lunch and gymnasium times that are not aligned with Grades 9-

12. 
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Could there be a program where students are matched up with older students and they 

are accountable for them (building cross grade connections and relationships)? 

 

Grade 9 through 12 students act as peer mentors in Grade 7 and 8 classrooms through the 

cooperative education program, student leadership course and peer mediation. Through these 

programs, senior students act as role models and develop positive relationships with Grade 7 

and 8 students.  Research and feedback from schools and boards who have implemented 

Grade 7-12 schools indicates that both elementary and secondary students have benefitted 

from secondary students taking on mentorship roles and increased opportunities to serve as 

tutors, coaches, etc. 

 

Too young, what resources will there be for kids (anxiety).  Resources – guidance 

counsellor, social workers, help? 

 

The Grade 7-12 model provides for access to guidance counsellors, program support teachers, 

student success teacher, social workers, child and youth counsellors, mental health and 

wellness programs and chaplains. The Board has implemented a successful transition program 

at Monsignor John Pereyma Catholic Secondary School with all of these resources in place. 

 

How will kids with IEP’s be addressed? 

 

Our Board has an excellent Student Services department and all students who have an 

Individual Education Plan will continue to receive personalized support.   

 

Grade 9 already scary, how is a grade 6 supposed to cope going into 7? 

 

We offer transition plans for our students based on a three-tier model. The first stage involves 

school visits, open houses, Reach Ahead and school BBQ before September.  Additional 

support would include small group visits to the new school as part of our Road Trip Program 

with board staff. A further stage is tailored for students who require additional support. 

 

Will you have a Grade 6 grad? 

 

Schools would have ceremonies to honour Grade 6 students' transition to Grade 7. 

 

 

Will the kids who haven’t hit puberty or have hit puberty have struggles? 

 

Transition plans provide students access to extra available support and resources such as 

guidance counsellors, program support teachers, student success teacher, social workers, child 

and youth counsellors, mental health and wellness programs and chaplains. These resources 

have been effective in helping students transition to their new school and understand the 

various changes they experience as they move through puberty. 
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Will the 7/8s have their own floor in the school? 

 

Space accommodations and room allocations would be provided in a separate area of the 

building for Grade 7 and 8 students. 

 

If grade re-location – there is concern that they will not have access to their 

activities/events/Grade 8 graduation. 

 

Students would have access to a broader range of specialized programs including: technology, 

art, music and hospitality. Students also have access to guidance counsellors, student success 

teachers and chaplains to help them adapt to the transition and support their career and 

pathways planning. Reach Ahead and enrichment opportunities are available with subject 

experts in secondary school and there are vastly improved transition planning opportunities from 

Grade 8 to 9. Traditional celebrations such as Confirmation (Grade 7) and Grade 8 Graduation 

would continue. 

 

Separate location for Grade 7,8,9 a Jr. high would be better than having a 7-12. 

 

Research indicates that there is a loss of academic progress for students accommodated as 

middle/junior high school configurations.  Research also indicates that schools with broader 

grade spans reduces drop-out rates, and that students perform better on provincial EQAO 

assessments. Middle/junior high school configurations do not allow for improved transition 

planning to secondary school. 

 

Grade 5,6,7,8 cannot be mentors to younger grades. 

 

Research shows that when Grade 7 and 8 students are no longer included in the elementary 

configuration (Kindergarten-8) that Grade 6 students take on leadership positions within the 

building mentoring younger students. 

 

Pereyma was a disaster its first year – principal quit, 2 gr.8 teachers newly hired left.  

Promised new gym for 7/8 not completed. Union issues. No conversation with staff on 

make-up of grade 7/8 class. 

 

This is not the case. The principal at the school has been there for the third year. A temporary 

gym was in place for a year before the permanent structure was built. Click here to watch the 

Monsignor John Pereyma CSS video for a look at the student experience at the school. 

 

How would the timeframe affect students? 

The Board has experience in transitioning students to the 7-12 model. Transition plans and 

activities for students and teachers will be provided if the 7-12 model is the option chosen. 

 

Clubs specific to grades 7/8, graduation for grade 8s. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whEUZht9YLM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whEUZht9YLM
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Grade 7 and 8 students enjoy the same clubs and sports teams as their intermediate 

counterparts in other schools across the district. They also participate in a Grade 8 graduation 

ceremony to honour the completion of their elementary program. 

 

Duplicate Questions 

 7-8 Math specialist teachers? 

 My daughter has major concerns moving to a school with mature students, what are the 

steps to ensure that there will be no interaction such as common area: library, cafeteria, 

washrooms, yard? 

 Concerned about the Grade 6 age difference 

 Uniforms 

 Social impact on Grade 6,7 and 8? 

 What happens to the teachers of Grade 7/8 if grade change is to be made? 

 Would the elementary teachers, Grade 7/8 lose their jobs or move to the high school? 

 What happens to current 7/8 teachers? 

 How does this affect our kids not just the buildings, etc.? 

 How do you plan on getting Grade 6 and 7 students ready for being in a high school? 

 The transition of Grade 7/8 to high school will reduce the leadership opportunities of my 

kids being the oldest kids at their school (gr. 6). 

 Why do 7/8s in high schools have to wear uniforms if they don’t in elementary? 

 

 

Additional Feedback from the Community 

 As a parent of 3 children I do not want my elementary Grade 7/8 child possibly going to 

All Saints but to remain in the elementary school. 

 We hate the idea of a grade change.  Grade 7/8s are not mature enough to deal with 

issues that arise in high schools where there are more mature students. 

 Kids will (may) be exposed to drugs, mature conversation, etc. 

 Grade change – exposure to extra programs, benefits of 7-12 example, music, robotics, 

etc. 

 Grade 8 Graduation Awards 

 Friends staying together. 

 Concern with Grade 7s being socialized with grade 12s. 

 Separating 7/8 from high school enrolment puts kids at risk to drugs/alcohol, etc.  earlier 

sexual relations. 

 7-8 students lose chance to learn leadership qualities. 

 Time/hours of schools. 

 I am very concerned about my 12-year-old twins in school with Grade 12 students. 

 Use of Guidance a bonus. 

 Grade 7/8 children are not mature enough to be around 16 and 17 year-olds.  They 

could easily be influenced by these older students. 

 Grade 7/8 kids are not ready physically or emotionally to join Grades 9-12. 
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 I am very concerned about my 12 year-old being in high school, kids are growing up too 

fast as it is. 

 I am very concerned about putting Grade 7/8s in a high school setting, they would also 

be bused with older kids which I think is unsafe overall. 

 Mental health, Grade 7/8 – stressful. 

 It is stressful for the Grade 6s going to high school. 

 I would rather have my Grade 7/8 child stay with children in elementary than have a new 

school built, I.e., Brooklin HS if there was a tradeoff to be made. 

 

 

Questions and Answers Regarding the School Boundary 

 

What about boundary changes in Whitby north? 

 

Board Policy PO-415 School Boundary sets out the parameters for the creation of school 

boundaries for all Catholic elementary and secondary schools. The option to explore boundary 

changes looks at selecting a school or schools to relocate to All Saints Catholic Secondary 

School where the number of students will make a difference in utilization. In addition, the Board 

has to consider the proximity of students, any added transportation costs and how to phase in 

the change if approved. In the most recent secondary boundary change, all students from the 

area that changed were able to finish at the secondary school they enrolled in for Grade 9. 

 

Changing boundaries where both have deficits as. feeders still lead to under-utilized high 

schools 

 

A boundary change between the Father Leo J. Austin CSS and All Saints CSS would add 

students to make All Saints CSS less underutilized, and would not bring either school to full 

utilization in the short term. 

 

Change boundary for Brooklin elementary schools – change one of these schools to 

secondary, note:  pick the school with the largest footprint for secondary. 

 

If the Board examines changing one Catholic elementary school into a secondary school, the 

Board would be required to undertake an Accommodation Review in accordance with Policy 

PO430 since this would involve relocating at least 50% of one or more school’s populations. 

 

Additional Feedback from the Community 

 Do not like the idea of boundary changes, how would that impact a family where one 

child is already at Austin, and one at elementary (St. Paul)?  All Saints is farther and 

would have a greater impact and stress for my family. 

 We prefer boundary changes and closures. 

 My son is going to Austin next year and now my daughter is going to All Saints if that is 

what you decide – and that is unacceptable to me.  Boundary changes need to happen. 
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 The graphs shown identified that Austin will be over capacity in the future and All Saints 

will be under. It seems the best option is to move the children – change boundaries. 

 

Questions and Answers Regarding Student Transportation 

 

Busing issues/transportation. 

 

Students will be bused in accordance with Board standards and operating parameters whether 

in Grade 7 or Grade 9.  

 

 

Time on bus affects extra-curricular (All Saints 9:00 a.m. start – late) 

 

Most of the Board's secondary schools have start times which are considered later. Many 

elementary schools also have later start times. 

 

What happens to transport of students travelling to central south? 

 

Students will be bused in accordance with Board standards and operating parameters. 

 

Boundary change – cost of transportation? 

 

It has been our experience that boundary changes typically can be done cost neutral due to 

reorganizing the bus routes to reflect the new boundaries, while ensuring ride times remain 

within Board standards and operating parameters. 

 

How will busing work to Brooklin and other Whitby areas when students are involved in 

extra-curricular activities? 

 

Late buses are provided to areas where municipal transit is not yet fully implemented. The 

buses drop off at central locations in the northern municipalities to save parents from having to 

travel to the school for pick-up. Students are responsible for getting home (parent pick-up) from 

the central drop off locations. 

 

How long is the commute for Brooklin Grade 7/8 kids? How many stops? 

 

The average ride time is 20-25 minutes from Brooklin with the current maximum ride time being 

40 minutes. The Board average is 20-30 minutes with a maximum one way ride time of 60 

minutes. 

 

What about busing – 7-12 on the same time? 

 

Students are bused in accordance with Board standards and operating parameters whether in 

Grade 7 or Grade 9. There are a number of mixed panel buses in effect in the north so Grade 7-
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12 routes are not uncommon and would provide the most efficient and effective transportation 

service. 

 

Austin option is a better option for Brooklin kids because it is closer.  

 

Ride times to both schools are managed within the same parameters and typically have similar 

ride times as buses are loaded to ensure maximum utilization and efficiency. 

 

Parents have to deal with bus issues. 

 

Whether in Grade 7 or Grade 9, students eligible for transportation would be bused to their 

secondary school. Students would be bused in accordance with Board standards and operating 

parameters. 

 

Transportation plan – different to put a young kid on public transit and/or distance for 

walking. 

 

Home to school (regular morning and after school) transportation is provided on traditional 

school buses to our Whitby secondary schools. The walk distance for Grade 7 and 8 is the 

same as other elementary students at 1.6 km and the walk distance for Grade 9-12 students is 

3.2 km. 

 

Duplicate Questions 

 Busing – how/length of trip? 

 Busing? 

 Ride time from Brooklin to All Saints? 

 After school activities – how would they get home? 

 

 

Questions and Answers Regarding System Choice 

 

Have you considered that there will be a huge group of kids that will leave the Catholic 

stream for the public stream?  There won’t be a Durham Catholic school board left as 

you won’t have enough students to support the system. 

 

The Durham Catholic District School Board is committed to taking actions that will support a 

strong and vibrant Catholic school system throughout the Durham Region well into the future. 

Taking action in a Grade 7-12 model has provided much success in our Board and in Boards 

across the province. Taking no action will result in a detrimental impact on the Board's ability to 

build secondary schools in the future in the areas to the north, including Brooklin, where there is 

significant growth and development.  
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The hallmark of our schools is our unique commitment to providing a faith-based school system 

that is grounded in the Gospel.  For many, a family’s faith is a critical aspect of a child's 

education for which they are willing to travel an extra distance.  While the current study of the 

Whitby Catholic secondary schools has been initiated through the Board's Long-Term 

Accommodation Plan and is concerned with schools which are under capacity, ensuring that our 

schools are providing the best possible faith-based programming for our students continues to 

be a priority.   

 

Recommendations that are put forward as a result of this study will take into consideration the 

current retention rates of students from Grade 8 to 9, the potential for loss of student enrolment 

in elementary and secondary, as well as the potential increase in enrolment from students 

outside of the Board who wish to take advantage of any changes in programming or grade 

configuration. There are many valid and compelling reasons why a 7-12 model is beneficial to 

students. Should the Board choose to pursue this option it will be because it provides an 

excellent program opportunity for our students and addresses our accommodation issues. 

 

Additional Feedback from the Community 

 High school options in Brooklin, make a difference as to where they go in elementary 

school. 

 If go to model – lose kids to public board 

 Some parents might choose to send their children to public board for Grade 7-8. 

 Student will go to public school closer to home? You will lose kids! (lose money) 

 What will it mean to the taxpayer of Catholic students leaving? 

 Have you thought about what will happen if parents are not happy with the decision 

made?  Most parents could possibly move to the public board which will bust at the 

seams. Add reduced numbers for the DCDSB- closing schools? 

 Have you looked at the amount of students you will lose to the public board if you make 

grade changes? 

 Does the staff understand parents of Grade 7/8s will enroll students at other schools if 7-

12 school is in place, due to location? 

 If Grade 7/8s are moved I will likely move my children to the public board, I prefer my 

children to remain in Brooklin. 

 If you decide to move the Grade 7/8 to high school, I will be moving my children to public 

board. 

 If you decide to move the grade 7 kids to high school, I will be pulling them out of the 

Catholic board. 

 I am here for one reason, if you decide to move grade 7/8 to high school, I will pull my 

kids from Catholic system. 

 There will be a lot of parents that will take their children out of Catholic school and go to 

public board if Grade 7/8s are sent to high school (I will be one of these parents). 

 The Catholic board will lose parent Catholic school taxes when kids are in Grade 7 as 

they will switch to the public board as their kids can walk and carry on being kids in 

elementary school. 
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 Grade 7s should not got to a high school, if that happens your enrolment will decrease to 

the public board, even more will leave All Saints for Brooklin. 

 Many will go to public school if a grade 7-12 model goes through. 

 Have they considered parents taking kids from Catholic board because of a grade shift, 

and move them to public board, then there would be zero funding for Catholic board. 

 What’s going to make me not put my Grade 7 child in public school? 

 Should 7/8 be removed from Brooklin (how do I switch to the public board)? 

 Will this push people to the public system? 

 Has there been thought to declining enrollment especially in Brooklin if 7-12 is a go?  We 

have seen this with no Catholic HS in Brooklin. 

 If this happens many parents will move to the public board so that students can remain 

in elementary schools until great 8. 

 The grade re-alignment is going to affect family decisions on staying in the Catholic 

system (going from walking to 1-hour bus ride). 

 Changing grades is a great solution for hooking the kids but you run the risk of parents 

removing after grade 6 their kids and putting them in public board. 

 There will be no way I will send my kids to a high school for grade 7/8.  I will take them 

all out of the Catholic system and move to the public board. 

 

 

Additional Feedback from the Community 

 

 The reality is as described – the demographic is changing – it makes sense to accept 

reality and to scale back to increase efficiency rather than to play a shell game that still 

results in inadequate utilization and ground capacity issues.  

 If closing a school, a major consideration would have to be the ability for future 

expansion to meet capacity requirement.  

 Closing a school leaves school with too many students and can’t deal with future growth. 

 

Questions and Answers Regarding Program 

 

Based on the recent EQAO results as of last year, All Saints CSS ranked below Donald A. 

Wilson PS.  What can be done in order to raise the stats to ensure their kids will be ready 

for university life? 

 

All Saints Catholic Secondary School's current EQAO results are above the provincial average 

(scored 91% for the OSSLT 2015-2016, which is 10% above the provincial average of 81%).  

 

Additional  

 We pay more taxes yet get less services 

 Photo was taken to make sure you answer all questions! 
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 Tell Wynne to stop wasting our tax money on ridiculous programs that serve the few 

before the majority. 

 Has there been a study made on why Catholic Grade 8 students choose to go to the 

“alternative” school, i.e. public school? 

 Why is wearing a uniform a requirement for Catholic schools (All Saints) given that there 

are girls who constantly wear their skirts inappropriately?  This policy of “wearing a 

uniform” should be discontinued as it does not add value to the education system. 

 Can the existing high school land be used in conjunction with athletics? 

 The Catholic school board is steps behind from public school – need to get ahead of 

curve. 

 Need to think outside the box. 

 Promote programs, tie in OPG into the curriculum. 

 Why is the Board able to fund at the secondary level ie. Library/learning commons in 

new schools, laptops for teachers etc. when elementary students can’t get musical 

instruments/technology and half to leave elementary schools early? 

 My friend is Catholic but goes to Vanderbos, why? 

 Brooklin high and Chris Hadfield are prime examples of new public board development 

taking our enrolment. 

 Chris Hadfield has 8 FDK classes – St. Bridget has 2 FDK classes. 

 There is a huge footprint in the community. 

 Blog/survey/comments for posting, seems like a band aid solution to get funding. 

 Right now the 9-12 students in Brooklin are bused to All Saints, my kid experienced a 

boundary change in Brooklin, why can’t we send our kids to a closer school, i.e., Austin 

as opposed to across town! This is not fair to our kids.  We moved to Brooklin for stability 

for our kids…. It appears by Grade 7 they have to change schools 3 times. This is not 

stability! 

 When leasing, give capacity as needed and end leases when you need building back? 

 

 

Questions and Answers about Accommodation Options 

 

Change in the FI?  Did not touch on impact! 

 

At present the Board has plans to relocate the French Immersion programs from the Oshawa 

feeder schools to Monsignor Paul Dwyer Catholic High School.  The Board intends to continue 

to offer a French Immersion program at Father Leo J. Austin Catholic Secondary School to 

serve students from the Whitby French Immersion feeder schools. 

 

Why don’t we have more language programs? 

 

The Board offers both core French and French Immersion programs. At present, additional 

language programs are offered through Continuing Education or as individual courses within the 

Board's Catholic secondary schools.  
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Has there been thoughts consisting to moving to a full FI school in Whitby? 

 

The Board has recently completed full implementation of the French Immersion programs at 

both St. Mary Catholic Secondary School in Pickering and Father Leo J. Austin Catholic 

Secondary School in Whitby. In two years, the French Immersion program at Notre Dame 

Catholic Secondary School will be fully implemented in Ajax. The Board has not contemplated 

consolidating these programs. 

 

Could you move all kids from St. John Paul II to St. Leo or vice versa and make one of 

those schools a high school? 

 

 Ministry of Education approval and funding are required to convert an existing Catholic 

elementary school into a secondary school. Such a conversion would require significant 

renovations, additional specialized indoor and outdoor facilities. In addition, the relocation of 

students would require an accommodation review assuming that the funding and approvals from 

the Ministry could be obtained.  

 

What about a middle school? 

 

The Board has not considered developing a middle school model to serve students in its 

Catholic elementary schools. The Board continues to operate both Kindergarten-8 and Grade 7-

12 schools to serve students in Grades 7 and 8. 

 

Is selective demolition reasonable? 

 

The Board would require approval from the Ministry of Education to partially demolish a school. 

Given the age and condition of both Catholic secondary schools, the Ministry will not approve 

this request. 

 

 

Lease to UOIT or Durham College, ECE Faculty of Ed. 

 

The Board has explored and entered into partnerships with the University of Ontario Institute of 

Technology and Durham College. In most cases the partnerships relate to courses of study 

rather than the use of space. The Board will continue to examine additional facility partnerships.  

 

Program relocation for Alt Ed:  How does such a small group (in comparison) have so 

much say in what would work or not work for the whole DCDSB population? 

 

The Durham Catholic District School Board offers Alternative Education through Father Don 

MacLellan Catholic Secondary School. While this is referred to under one school name, it is 

actually a collection of sites that offer a variety of programs to students who have not yet been 

successful in a regular high school setting. "Program relocation" was one of the options 
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originally under study by the Board. The Alternative Education Program under Father Don 

MacLellan was one of the programs that the Board examined for relocation. French Immersion 

and Continuing Education were also considered. It was determined that relocating the 

Alternative Education program would not be a viable solution because: 

 the portion of the program that could be relocated generally only has a population of 

about 40-50 students so it would not have a significant impact on filling capacity; and 

 such a relocation would be contrary to the essential component of the program itself (it 

provides a smaller, non-traditional environment for a group of students with very 

particular needs that were not able to be met in a traditional secondary school setting). 

 

Have you considered closing Board office on Rossland and relocate to one of the high 

schools, similar to what Sinclair did? 

 

Yes.  In fact, the Board has previously relocated office space from the Board office buildings to 

unused space in elementary schools. This is not an option currently under consideration for the 

Whitby secondary schools. 

 

What art school is available to St. Bridget students? 

 

Both All Saints and Father Leo J. Austin Catholic Secondary Schools offer robust visual and 

performing arts programs. 

 

Duplicate Questions 

 Can one of the existing elementary schools be converted to a high school? 

 Is there an option of a middle school, Grade 7-8 in Brooklin as a last resort, because the 

elementary school to the east is only half full? You could turn it into a middle school 

instead of taking 7/8 and putting them in high school?  Don’t take the innocence out of 

our kids. 

 Can a current elementary school be converted to a secondary school? Example, St. 

Bridget? 

Re-configure Pope John Paul into a middle or secondary school – is that an option? 

 Have we considered 7,8,9 in one school, 10, 11, 12 in the other school? 

 What about a FI secondary school? 

 Middle school, 6.7.8? 

 Instead of a 7-12 school, have you considered a middle school? 

 

Additional Feedback from the Community 

 Consider arts/visual program, sports program. 

 Perhaps stream students into program of interest 

 Magnet school – arts 

 Implementing magnet programs is a great option to fill space at high schools. 

 What is being done to bring new providers? 

 Close either All Saints, Austin or Dwyer and open a new Catholic high school in Brooklin. 



31 
 

 Daycare is an issue as there is no after school care in high school. 

 Brooklin – Grade 7-8 don’t want bused to All Saints. 

 Distance to the secondary school(s) from the elementary schools would be a 

consideration in reaching a recommended solution.   

 Leasing the space to post-secondary institutions like UOIT and Durham College who are 

bursting at the seams with enrolment. They use STEM. Robotics, how amazing would 

that be. UOIT has a major space issue.  It is an opportunity for the Board and local post-

secondary institutions to collaborate, manage both their space issues. 

 Encourage community hubs. 

 Take an elementary school and make it a FI high school and either all one high school 

would be English and a Jr. High. 

 Need a middle school timetable/admin. 

 Move kids already in separate school rather than moving young children., i.e. magnet 

programs. 

 Make a Jr. High – make larger boundaries. 

 Make St. Leo, Grade 6,7,8 for Brooklin.  For St. Bridget and Pope John Paul II 

 Make Fr. Leo Austin all French and All Saints all English. 

 Brooklin high school issue needs to be addressed. 

 I am wondering about the feasibility of a middle school, 7-8.  This could combine schools 

and prevent closures. 

 Model St. Charles Garnier – they have been doing Grades 7/8 for years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


