
Memorandum 

To: Board of Trustees 

From: Tracy Barill, Director of Education 

Date: April 26, 2021 

Subject: Correspondence from Minister Catherine McKenna 

Recommendation 

Moved by , seconded by 

“THAT the Durham Catholic District School Board receive and file as information 
the following correspondence: 

 Email from Catherine McKenna, Minister of Infrastructure and Communities,
dated March 23, 2021.”

Rationale 

As attached. 

TB:eb 
Attachment: Email dated March 23, 2021 



From: Minister / Ministre (INFC)
To: Liz Beckstead
Cc: Minister Champagne / Ministre Champagne (IC)
Subject: Office of Minister McKenna
Date: March 23, 2021 11:06:07 AM
Attachments: 2021-03-05 Ministers Scott and McKenna.pdf

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - This email comes from an external organization. Do
NOT reply, click links (embedded links) or open attachment(s) unless you recognize
the sender email address. Also, do NOT provide your username and password.

Dear Morgan Ste. Marie and Tracy Barill:
 
I am writing in response to your letter of March 5, 2021, also addressed to the Honourable
Laurie Scott, Minister of Infrastructure of Ontario, requesting increased federal funding to
improve broadband delivery. Thank you for taking the time to write. Please be assured that
your comments have been carefully reviewed.
 
The Government of Canada is delivering a range of initiatives in coordination with provinces,
territories, federal arm’s-length institutions and private partners to improve broadband access
that will benefit communities across Canada.
 
The Canada Infrastructure Bank (CIB) recently announced its Growth Plan, a $10-billion
investment plan focused on high impact infrastructure, including broadband projects, which
will strengthen Canada’s capacity to grow now and in the future. The CIB will deliver its
Growth Plan over the next 24 to 36 months, contributing to the economic recovery and
long-term resilience of the country.
 
Broadband projects are also eligible under the federal Gas Tax Fund, provided that the
municipalities involved, as the ultimate recipients under the program, choose to apply their
allocation to the particular project. Broadband projects may also be eligible under the recently
introduced COVID-19 Resilience Infrastructure stream of the Investing in Canada
Infrastructure Program (ICIP) if they directly link to the pandemic response. Under the ICIP,
proposed projects must first be submitted to the province so that it may determine whether the
project should be prioritized for funding consideration.
 
Since the matter of high-speed Internet projects across the country also falls under the purview
of the Honourable François-Philippe Champagne and the Honourable Maryam Monsef, I have
taken the liberty of forwarding a copy of your correspondence to their offices for
consideration.
 
Please accept my best wishes.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
The Honourable Catherine McKenna, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Infrastructure and Communities
 
 

mailto:infc.minister-ministre.infc@canada.ca
mailto:Liz.Beckstead@dcdsb.ca
mailto:ISI.minister-ministre.ISI@canada.ca



 


 


  
 


  
 


 
  


 
 


 


 


 
  


 


  
  


 


 


  


 
  


 
  


 


 


 


March 5, 2021 


The Honourable Laurie Scott Sent via email 
Minister of Infrastructure 
5th Floor, 777 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON  M7A 2J3 


The Honourable Catherine McKenna 
Minister of Infrastructure and Communities 
180 Kent Street 
Suite 1100 
Ottawa, ON  K1P 0B6 


Dear Ministers Scott and McKenna: 


The Durham Catholic District School Board (DCDSB) delivers education to over 21,000 
students across Durham Region, encompassing the communities of Ajax, Brock, 
Oshawa, Pickering, Scugog, Uxbridge and Whitby. Our Catholic learning community is 
based on a strong foundation that has flourished for over 50 years, providing quality 
Catholic education to generations of diverse learners. 


The COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated the move to online delivery of services, 
including education. Students of the DCDSB are increasingly dependent on reliable 
high-speed internet to access pedagogical tools and resources to support their learning. 
This has been highlighted in the DCDSB community in recent months where students 
have been required to learn at home and interact with their teachers and classmates 
through digital means. 


The DCDSB delivers education to many communities, particularly in our rural and 
northern areas, which have poor broadband internet service. There has been a legacy 
of inadequate investment in broadband connectivity in these areas by Internet Service 
Providers (ISPs) due to the high cost of installing the infrastructure. The lack of 
sufficient broadband capability across Durham Region has created real challenges in 
accessing online learning. The result is significant inequality in the ability of students to 
access publicly funded education. 


For example, a family in an underserviced area with multiple students in the home may 
only have sufficient bandwidth for one student at a time to access online learning. In 
other areas, a lack of service can result in intermittent connectivity at best. The situation 
can be compounded when the bandwidth requirements of parents who work remotely 
further limit access, resulting in choices and trade-offs that no family should have to 
make. In situations like these, modern broadband would significantly enhance the ability 
of all our students to access publicly funded education. 







 
 


 


 
 


  
 


 


 
 


 
 


 


       
       


 


  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   


Page 2 
Durham Catholic District School Board 


The DCDSB has a vision to ensure all our students, partners and the community have 
access to reliable broadband connectivity that can be scaled and enhanced to meet 
educational requirements. In this regard, the DCDSB passed a resolution at our 
February 22nd Board meeting calling on the provincial and federal governments to take 
immediate action to improve access to broadband internet service in Durham Region. 
Please find a copy of the resolution included for your reference. 


On behalf of our Board of Trustees, and pursuant to the resolution passed by our Board 
on February 22nd, we are writing to request the provincial and federal governments work 
together to accelerate the deployment of broadband infrastructure in Durham Region. 
Increasingly, the ability of all members of our community to access publicly funded 
Catholic education depends on it. 


Sincerely, 


Morgan Ste. Marie Tracy Barill 
Chair of the Board Director of Education 


Attachment: Broadband internet resolution, passed at the February 22, 2021 meeting of 
the Durham Catholic District School Board 


cc: Hon. Erin O’Toole, MP Durham 
Colin Carrie, MP Oshawa 
Hon. Mark Holland, MP Ajax 
Jennifer O’Connell, MP Pickering-Uxbridge 
Ryan Turnbull, MP Whitby 
Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy, MPP Pickering-Uxbridge 
Lorne Coe, MPP Whitby 
Jennifer French, MPP Oshawa 
Lindsey Park, MPP Durham 
Rod Phillips, MPP Ajax 
John Henry, Durham Regional Chair 
Dave Barton, Mayor Township of Uxbridge 
Debbie Bath-Hadden, Mayor Township of Brock 
Dan Carter, Mayor City of Oshawa 
Shaun Collier, Mayor Town of Ajax 
Bobbie Drew, Mayor Township of Scugog 
Don Mitchell, Mayor Town of Whitby 
David Ryan, Mayor City of Pickering 







 


 
  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


 


Resolution 
B2021-02-22-08 - Broadband Internet Service 


Moved by R. Damianopoulos, seconded by J. Rinella 


Whereas the COVID-19 pandemic has expanded the need for online learning; 


Whereas a lack of reliable broadband internet in some areas, especially rural areas and 
in the North, has created challenges in accessing online learning; 


Whereas a lack of access to reliable broadband internet service can constitute a barrier 
to equal access to education for all; 


Be it resolved that the Durham Catholic District School Board write a letter to the 
relevant federal and provincial authorities to call for better access to broadband internet 
service as a matter of providing equal access to education for all; 


Be it further resolved that MPs, MPPs, and local mayors representing Durham region 
and the Durham Regional Chair receive a copy of the letter. 


CARRIED 








