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[image: image2.emf]1. Willingness to start a conversation

Oral Language Assessment

Student Name:;

Overall Language Expectation 1

Child almost
never begins a
conversation with
peers or the
teacher and
never keeps trying

Child sometimes
begins
conversations with
either peers or the
teacher. If initial
efforts fail, he or

Child begins
conversations with
both peers and
teacher on
occasion. If inifial
efforts fail, he or

Child begins
conversations
with both peers
and teachers. |If
initial efforts fail,
he or she will work

if unsuccessful at | she often gives up | she will sometimes | hard to be
first. quickly. keep trying. understood.
1 2 3 4

2. Communicates personal experiences
Use of language in various contexts
Specific Expectation: Oral Communication 4

To your
knowledge, the
child does not

The child rarely
offers information
that connects what

Child sometimes
offers information
that connects what

Child freely offers
information that
connects what

connect new they already know | they already know | they already
information to with new with new know with new
what they experiences. experiences. experiences.
already know.

1 2 3 4

3. Asks questions for a variety of purposes
Specific Expectation: Oral Communication 7

To your
knowledge, the
child has never
asked an adult a

On a few
occasions the child
has asked adults
some questions.

On several
occasions the child
has asked
interesting

Child often asks
adults questions
reflecting

curiosity. These

question The discussion that | questions. On often lead to
reflecting curiosity | resulted was brief occasion these interesting,
about why things | and limited in have led to an extended
happen or why depth. interesting conversations.
people do things. conversation,

1 2 3 4
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Oral Language Assessment 

                                                 

                                                       Student Name: __________________________ 

 

1. Willingness to start a conversation   

      Overall Language Expectation 1 

 

Child almost 

never begins a 

conversation with 

peers or the 

teacher and 

never keeps trying 

if unsuccessful at 

first. 

Child sometimes 

begins 

conversations with 

either peers or the 

teacher.  If initial 

efforts fail, he or 

she often gives up 

quickly. 

Child begins 

conversations with 

both peers and 

teacher on 

occasion.  If initial 

efforts fail, he or 

she will sometimes 

keep trying. 

Child begins 

conversations 

with both peers 

and teachers.  If 

initial efforts fail, 

he or she will work 

hard to be 

understood. 

1  2  3  4 

 

 

2. Communicates personal experiences   

     Use of language in various contexts 

     Specific Expectation:  Oral Communication 4 

 

To your 

knowledge, the 

child does not 

connect new 

information to 

what they 

already know. 

The child rarely 

offers information 

that connects what 

they already know 

with new 

experiences. 

 

Child sometimes 

offers information 

that connects what 

they already know 

with new 

experiences. 

Child freely offers 

information that 

connects what 

they already 

know with new 

experiences. 

1  2  3  4 

 

3. Asks questions for a variety of purposes   

     Specific Expectation:  Oral Communication 7 

 

To your 

knowledge, the 

child has never 

asked an adult a 

question 

reflecting curiosity 

about why things 

happen or why 

people do things. 

On a few 

occasions the child 

has asked adults 

some questions.  

The discussion that 

resulted was brief 

and limited in 

depth. 

On several 

occasions the child 

has asked 

interesting 

questions.  On 

occasion these 

have led to an 

interesting 

conversation. 

Child often asks 

adults questions 

reflecting 

curiosity.  These 

often lead to 

interesting, 

extended 

conversations. 

1  2  3  4 
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Oral Language

Overview of the Assessment

“Proficiency in oral language is critical to the
success of literacy development. Teachers can
guide oral language development by listening
attentively to and observing children’s responses
and interactions, by providing models of richer
responses to guide children’s thinking, and by
introducing new vocabulary.”

(The Kindergarten Program, 2006)

Expectations

By the end of Kindergarten, children will:
(Language Overall)

A. Communicate by talking and by
listening and speaking to others for
a variety of purposes and in a
variety of contexts.

How to Administer the Assessment

Most of these skills will be observed during regular
classroom activities throughout the Kindergarten
day.

e Mark the score in the space provided (V)
and calculate overall total.

e A minimum score of 30 would indicate that
a child’s oral language is developing in an
age appropriate manner.

Resources
¢ The Kindergarten Program, 2006
e Kindergarten Teacher's Resource

Book by Miriam Trehearne,
Chapter 3

o A Guide to Effective Instruction in
Reading Kindergarten to Grade
3, Chapter 3
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Oral Language 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview of the Assessment 

 

“

Proficiency in oral language is critical to the 

success of literacy development.  Teachers can 

guide oral language development by listening 

attentively to and observing children’s responses 

and interactions, by providing models of richer 

responses to guide children’s thinking, and by 

introducing new vocabulary.” 

      

 

(The Kindergarten Program, 2006) 

 

 

 

 

 

Expectations 

 

By the end of Kindergarten, children will: 

            (Language Overall) 

 

A.

 

Communicate by talking and by     

      listening and speaking to others for  

 

      a variety of purposes and in a  

      variety of contexts.

 

 

How to Administer the Assessment 

 

           

Most of these skills will be observed during regular 

classroom activities throughout the Kindergarten 

day.   

            

•

 

Mark the score in the space provided (√) 

and calculate overall total. 

•

 

A minimum score of 30 would indicate that 

a child’s oral language is developing in an 

age appropriate manner.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources 

 

•

 

The Kindergarten Program, 2006

 

 

•

 

Kindergarten Teacher’s Resource 

Book by Miriam Trehearne, 

Chapter 3 

 

 

•

 

A Guide to Effective Instruction in 

Reading Kindergarten to Grade 

3, Chapter 3 
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Specific Expectation: Oral Communication 2

Child rarely or
never engages in
pretend play or
else never talks
while pretending.

On occasion the
child engagesin
pretending that
includes some talk.
Talk is brief, may
only be used when
starting the play,

Child engages in
pretending often,
conversations are
sometimes
important fo the
play. On occasion,
child engagesin

Child often
engages in
pretending and
conversations are
relevant to the
play. Back-and-
forth dialogue

and is of limited some back-and- with other
importance to the | forth pretend children
ongoing play dialogue with continues
activity. another child. throughout and is
important fo play.
1 2 3 4
5. Recognizes and produces rhymes
Specific Expectation: Oral Communication 1 and 11
Child cannot ever | Child occasionally | Child Child
say if two words produces or spontaneously spontaneously
rhyme and identifies rhymes produces rhymes rhymes words of
cannot produce | when given help. and can more than one
arhyme when sometimes tell syllable and
given examples when word pairs always identifies
(i.e. rat, cat). rhyme. whether words
rhyme.
1 2 3 4
6. Uses a varied vocabulary
Specific Expectation: Oral Communication é and 9
Never Rarely Sometimes Often
1 2 B 4
7. Uses understandable speech
Never Rarely Sometimes Often
1 2 3 4
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[image: image5.png]8. Follows one and two-step oral directions
Specific Expectation: Oral Communication 3

Never

Rarely

Sometimes

Often

&

9. Understands and uses appropriate body language (e.g., gestures, tone
of voice, volume)
Specific Expectation: Oral Communication 8

Never Rarely Sometimes Often
1 2 B3] 4
10. Retell stories

Specific Expectation: Oral Communication 10
Never is able Rarely is able to Sometimes is Oftenis able
to retell stories retell stories able to retell to retell stories
using simple using simple stories using using simple
narrative narrative simple narrative narrative
structure of structure of structure of structure of
beginning, beginning, beginning, beginning,
middle, end. middle, end. middle, end. middle, end.

1 2 B3] 4
11. Metacognition

Specific Expectation: Oral Communication 5
Never uses Rarely uses Sometimes uses | Often uses
language to language to talk language to talk | language to talk
talk about their about their about their about their
thinking, to thinking, to thinking, to thinking, to

reflect, and to
solve
problems.

reflect, and to
solve problems.

reflect, and to
solve problems.

reflect, and to
solve problems.

1

&

Oral Language Total

(out of 44 possible)
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[image: image7.emf]Oral Language Class Tracking Sheet

	Student Names


	1.  Starts Conversation
	2.  Personal      Experiences
	3.  Questions
	4.  Listens and Responds
	5.  Rhymes
	6.  Varied  Vocabulary  
	7.  Speech
	8.  Directions
	9.  Body Language
	10.  Retells Stories
	11.  Metacognition
	Total

     /44
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